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INTRODUCTION

n the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing
a civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their
name to the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word
“Iran” was derived from “Ayryana Vaejo,” which means “the origin of
the Aryans” These people were semi-nomads whose descendants
were the Medes and the Persians. The Medes founded the first Iranian
nation in the seventh century B.C.; it was later destroyed by Cyrus the
Great. He established what became one of the largest empires of the
ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran was
referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran.

Iran was rich. Because of its wealth and its geographic location, it
invited attacks: From Alexander the Creat, from its Arab neighbors to the
west, from Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to
foreign domination. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood
these invasions. The invaders assimilated into this strong culture, and in
some ways they became Iranians themselves.

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decid-
ed to modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh
source of wealth was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another inva-
sion. The West, particularly Creat Britain, wielded a strong influence on
the Iranian economy. During the Second World War, the British, Soviets,
and Americans asked Reza Shah to ally himself with them against
Germany. But Reza Shah, who sympathized with the Germans, declared
[ran a neutral zone. So the Allies invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah
was sent into exile and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah.



In 1951, Mohammed Mossadeq, then prime minister of Iran, national-
ized the oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo
on all exports of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British
intelligence, organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown
and the Shah, who had earlier escaped from the country, returned to
power. The Shah stayed on the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to
escape the Islamic revolution.

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian
who has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image is
far from the truth. This is why writing Persepolis was so important to me.
I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings
of a few extremists. I also don’t want those Iranians who lost their lives
in prisons defending freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suf-
fered under various repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their
families and flee their homeland to be forgotten.

One can forgive but one should never forget.

Marjane Satrapi
Paris, September 2002
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<3 THE VEIL

THIS 1S ME WHEN | WAS 10 AND THIS IS A CLASS PHOTO. I'M SITTING ON THE FAR LEFT S0
VEARS OLD. THIS WAS IN 4980. YOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZ, MAHSHID,
NARINE, MINNA.,

IN 4439 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE. IT WaS THEN CAME 1980: THE YEAR IT BECAME
LATER CALLED “THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION™ OBLIGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL.
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S WEAR THIS !

WE DIDN'T REALLY LIKE TO WEAR THE VEIL, ESPECIALLY SINCE WE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHY WE HaD TO.

GIVE ME MY
VEIL BACK !
(A
)

IT'S T
T T EXECUTION N

2 THE NAME OF

3

TO UCK MY
FEET!

OOH' I’ THE
MONSTER OF
DARKNESS.




AND ALSO BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4939, WHERE B0YS AND GIRLS WERE TOGETHER.

WE WERE IN A FRENCH NON-RELIGIOUS SCHOOL.

ALL BILINGUAL SCHOOLS
MUST BE CLOSED DOWN,

THIS IS CALLED A
“CULTURAL REVOLUTION .~

WE FOUND OURSELVES VEILED AND SEPARATED FROM CUR FRIENDS.

A AND THAT
= WAS THAT...
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EVERYWHERE IN THE STREETS THERE WERE DEMONSTRATIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE VEIL.

fusdsm! “ deom, 1 (3

D

AT ONE OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS, A GERMAN
JOURNALIST TOOK & PHOTO OF MY MOTHER.

| WAS REALLY PROUD OF HER. HER PHOTO WAS
PUBLISHED IN ALL THE EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS.

ANRD EVEN IN ONE MAGAZINE IN IRAN.
MY MOTHER WaAS REALLY SCARED.

HAVE YOU SEEN

THIS? g DON'T
v (=Y WORRY
DARLING.
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| REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO0 THINK ABOUT THE
VEIL, DEEP DOWN | WAS VERY RELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERN AND AVANT-GARDE.

I WAS BORN WITH RELIGION,

| WANTED TO BE A PROPHET...

OUR MaAID
DID NOT EAT .
WITH US.

BECAUSE ‘

BECAUSE MY FATHER
HAD A CADILLAC.

AND, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE
MY GRANDMOTHER'S KNEES
ALWAYS ACHED.

HAVE ANY MORE
PAN. YOU'WL SEE.




LIKE ALL MY PREDECESSORS THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM ZARATHUSTRA. HE WAS
| HAD MY HOLY BOOK. THE FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION.

YOU MUST BASE 6

EVERYTHING ON
THESE THREE RULES:
BEHAVE WELL,
SPEAK WELL,
ACT WELL.

| ALS0 WANTED US TO CELEBRATE THE TRADITIONAL
ZARATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS. LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONY,

at

BEFORE THE PERSIAN NEW YEAR, NOROLZ,

ON MARCH 21°7, THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.
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ONLY MY GRANDMOTHER KNEW ABOUT MY BOOK,

RULE NUMBER SIX: EVERY-
20DY SHOULD HAVE A CaR.

Pa J L

TER®

;@) RULE NUMBER SEVEN: ALL MAIDS SHOULD
: EAT AT THE TABLE WITH THE OTHERS.

L

SR RULE NUMBER EIGHT: N OLD PER -
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IN THAT CASE,
FLL BE YOUR FIRST

BUT TELL ME HOW YOU'LL ARRANGE
/( FOR. OLD PEOPLE NOT TO SUFFER?
('

. T owie \&£4 @
Q SIMPLY BE
FORBIDDEN.
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EVERY NIGHT | HAD A BlG DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

40D, GIVE ME
SOME MORE TIME,
| AM NOT QUITE

READY YET.

EXCEPT FOR. MY GRANDMOTHER | WAS
CBVIOUSLY THE ONLY ONE \WHO BELIEVED
IN MYSELF,

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,

YOU 4RE MY
CHOICE, MY LAST
AND MY BEST
CHOICE

WA

MY PARENTS WERE CALLED N BY THE TEACHER,

YOUR CHILD 15
DISTURBED. SHE WANTS




NONETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE PUZZLED,

S0 TELL MVE,
8 (MY O!.D, WHAT
00 YOU WANT
TO BE WHEN

| WANT TO BE & vom'o@

| FELT GUILTY TOWARDS GOD.

YOU WANT TO
BE A DOCTOR?
!

THOUGHT THAT...
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™ THEBICYCLE

THE YEAR OF THE REVOLUTION | HAD TO TAKE ACTION. SO | PUT

MY PROPHETIC DESTINY ASIDE FOR A WHILE.
‘ MY FAITH WAS NOT UNSHAKABLE . :
TODAY MY NAME IS CHE GUEVARA.

w AND | WANT T0 BE TROTSKY.
) — ~
)

K«k

THE REVOLUTION IS
LIKE A BICYCLE . WHEN
THE WHEELS DON'T
TURN, IT FALLS.
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“AFTER A LONG SLEEP OF 2500 YEARS, THE REVOLUTION HAS FINALLY AWAKENED THE PEOPLE.”

“2500 YEARS OF TYRANNY AND SUBMISSION™ AS MY FATHER SAID.

FIRST OUR OWN EMPERORS.

FOLLOWED BY THE MONGOLIAN INVASION FROM A NG /
A AN\

THE EAST.
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| KNEW EVERYTHING 4B0UT ABOUT FIDEL CASTRO.
THE CRHILDREN OF PALESTINE.,
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ABOUT THE YOUNG VIETNAMESE ABOUT THE REVOLUTIONARIES OF MY COUNTRV...__‘
KILLED BY THE AMERICANS.

BUT MY FAVORITE WAS A COMIC BOOK ENTITLED IN MY BOOK YOU COULD SEE MARX AND DESCARTES.
"DIALECTIC MATERIALISM “

THE MATERIAL WORLD
DOESN'T EXIST, IT'S
ONLY A REFLECTION OF

OUR. OWN IMAGINATION.

12



BROKE MY SKULL!

DOESN'T EXIST SINCE 1T'S ONLY

YOU MEAN THAT EVEN THOUGH OUCH!' WHAT ARE
YOU SEE THIS STONE IN MY HAND YOU DOING, KARL, YOU
T

IN YOUR IMAGINATION?

'I’(
‘(‘f(( (] Jt)h

IT WAS FUNNY
TO SEE HOW MUCH
MARX AND GOD LOOKED
LIKE EACH OTHER.
THOUGH MARX'S HAIR
WAS A BIT CURLIER.

$0 YOU DON'T WANT T0

BE A PROPHET ANYMORE?
LET'S TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING ELSE.
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TOMORROW THERE WiLL BE

AR ONSTRATION.
S DON'T YOU

THINK | LOOK LIKE
CHE. GUEVARA?

0BVIOUSLY! WE
CAN'T LET THINGS
LIKE THAT HAPPEN,

b ?
MAYBE I'LL BE WHERE aRE YOU?
EVEN BETTER AS 4
FIDEL CASTRO !
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TO DEMONSTRATE
ON THE STREET!
| AM SICK AND
TIRED OF DOING IT
IN THE GARDEN.

FOR & REVOLUTION TO SUCCEED,
THE ENTIRE PCOPULATION
MUST SUPPORT IT.

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE LATER ON.
SUKE S(X&
wH&N IT’'s
ALL OVEK

I

COME ON,
YOU'RE GOIG
TO BED NOW,

PLEASE,
PLEASE,
PL...

THAT NIGHT HE DIDN'T COME.

1%



S THE WATER
s 3> «« CELL

N —

S—

MY PARENTS DEMONSTRATED EVERY DAY,

DOWN WITH
THE KING !

o
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THINGS STARTED TO DEGENERATE.
THE ARMY SHOT AT THEM.,
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AFTER MARCHING AND THROWING STONES aLL DAY, BY EVENING

THEY HAD ACHES ALL OVER, EVEN IN THEIR HEADS.
MONOPOLY! | CAN'T

BELIEVE T, HA! HA!

HEY MOM, DAD, DARLING, WE Y s
LET'S PLAY ARE TIRED. e e
MONOPOLY.




AS FOR ME, | LOVE THE KING,
HE WAS CHOSEN BY GOD.

GOD OID
’ NOT CHOOSE
THE KING.

COME SIT ON MY LAP,
I'LL TRY TO EXPLAIN

WHO TOLD IT TO YOU.
YOU THAT?

MY TEACHER aND
GOD HIMSELF,

HE DID 0! IT'S WRITTEN
ON THE FIRST PAGE OF
OUR SCHOOLBOOK.

| PUTSCH TO OVERTHROW THE EMPEROR AND INSTALL A REPUBLIC.

IF 1T 1S GOD'S WiLL,
WE WILL REACH THE
CAPITAL IN 49 DAYS,

rf"ié TRUTH IS THAT S0 YEARS AGO THE FATHER OF THE SHAH, WHO WAS A SOLDIER, ORGANIZED A

GO 1S WITH US REZA, GOD 1S WITH US.
L >

. AND EVEN IF
HE ISN'T, WHAT
CAN STOP US?
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AT THE TIME THE REPUBLICAN IDEAL WAS POPULAR IN THE REGION BUT EVERYBODY INTERPRETED IT
IN HIS OWN waY,

GANDH! IN INDIA ATATURK IN TURKEY

THE HINDUS WE, THE TURKS,
AND THE MUSLIMS ARE SECULAR
MUST MAKE PEACE WESTERNERS.,
T0 OVERTHROW FOR PROOF, LOOK AT
THE BRITISH, MY GREEN EVYES.

SO THE FATHER OF THE SHAH BUT HE WASN'T ...NOR WAS HE A
WANTED TO DO THE SAME. EDUCATED LIKE GANDHI, LEADER OF MEN
WHO WAS A LAWVYER... LIKE ATATURK, WHO
: WAS A GENERAL.

g%FWAs AN ILLITERATE LOW-RANKING A BLESSING FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BRITISH WHO SO00N
CER. LEARNED OF HIS PROTECTS.

AND THE BOLSHEVIKS
ARE NEZR.
WHAT'S THAT S0L- :
DIER’S NAME AGAIN?

REZA! WE SHOULD

IMMEDIATELY ! PERSIA
IS FULL OF OlL!

20




WELL REZA, SHI- WHEN YO0U ARE EMPERCR,
NING YOUR BOOTS? VOUR SECRETARY OF STATE
WILL SHINE THEM FOR. YOU.

2UT THERE ALREADY YOU WiLL HAVE
1S AN EMPER(R! EVERYTHING.

| WANT TO CREATE POWER, SHOE
4 REPUBLIC. SHINERS...

THE RELIGICVS LEADERS

ARE AGAINST IT AND THEY'RE
RIGHT. A VAST COUNTRY LIKE

YOURS NEEDS A HOLY SYMBOL.

AND THAT'S
HOW HE BE-
CAME KING aND
NATURALLY HIS
SON SUCCEEDED
HIM. GOD HAS
NOTHING

WHATSOEVER
TO DO WITH
{T_HIQ STORY.

[ \WHAT DO |
\_ HAVE T0 po?
|

YOU TUST
GIVE VS THE
OIL AND WE’'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THE REST,

21

EMPEROR, ME?

BUT OF COURSE,
MY FRIEND. IT'S
MUCH BETTER THAN
BEING PRESIDENT,

AND EVEN MORE.,
ANYTHING YOU
WANT IN CASH!




| THINK YOU ARE OLD ENOUGH
TO UNDERSTAND CERTAIN
THINGS. YOU SHOULD KNOW...

WHAT DO YOU
MEAN, THAT'S NOT
VES, AMONG ) THE 'QUESTION?
OTHERS. BUT THAT'S .

NOT THE QUESTION.

THE EMPEROR THAT
WAS OVERTHROWN Was
GRANDPA'S FATHER,




AT THE TIME,YOUR
GRANDPA WAS A
YOUNG MAN AND
THE FATHER OF
THE SHAH CONFIS-
CATED EVERY-
THING HE OWNED.,

DON'T FORGET
THE TILES IN
THE BATHROOM

GO RIG,HT AHELD,
DON'T LET ANY—
THING STOP YOU.

AND SINCE HIS ENTOURAGE WAS
UNEDUCATED, YOUR GRANDPA
WAS NAMED PRIME MINISTER.,

AS OF TODAY YOU ARE
MY PRIME MINISTER.

YOU'RE PLEASED,
BREN'T YOU? YOU HAVE
PIPLOMAS, THEY HAVE

TO 8€ POT TO USE.

HE HAD STUDIED IN EUROPE. HE
WAS A VERY CULTIVATED MAN.
HE HAD EVEN READ MARX,

THE WORKERS! HOW
CAN HE BELIEVE THAT
THE RABBLE CAN RULE?

ONCE HE WAS SIDETRACKED FROM
HIS PRINCELY DESTINY, HE BEGAN
TO MEET INTELLECTUALS.

THE BOLSHEVIKS MAKE MIRACLES,

THE EMPEROR OF PERSIA
IS NOT REZA SHaH B8UT
THE KING OF ENGLAND.

WHEN | Was PRINCE,
ALL OF THIS SEEMED

SO DISTANT.,

THAT IS REALLY
THE PROBLEM OF OUR
COUNTRY: ONLY A PRINCE
CAN ALLOW HIMSELF TO
HAVE A CONSCIENCE.,

2%

SO HE BECAME A COMMUNIST.

IT DISGUSTS ME THAT PEOPLE
ARE CONDEMNED T0 A BLEAK
FUTURE BY THEIR SOCIAL CLASS.,

LONG LIVE LENIN,




SOMETIMES THEY PUT HIM IN A CELL

HE WAS OFTEN
b el FILLED WITH WATER FOR HOURS .

... EVERY TIME THERE WAS A KNOCK ON THE DOOR | THOUGHT
| REMEMBER. WHEN | THEY WERE COMING TO TAKE MY FATHER TO PRISON.

WaAS A SMALL GIRL...

DADDY,
CAN I RIDE
ON YOUR

HELLO! 1S YOUR 15 YOUR FATHER
MOTHER THERE? HOME ?

* STOP IT,
HE IS TIRED.
*»
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ALL HIS LIFE HE COME ON. THAT
WAS IN PAIN. TIME IS PAST.

THE POOR MaN!!
PRISON HAD
DESTROVYED HIS
HEALTH. HE HAD
RHEUMATISM,

DO YOU WANT TO | WANT TO

! ro‘:’ PLAY MONOPOLY? TAKE A BATH,
NO! | WANT TO
: } : TAKE A REALLY
LONG BATH.
i
4
Q)
N
THAT NIGHT | STAYED A VERY LONG TIME IN THE BATH, | WANTED MY HANDS WERE WRINKLED
TO KNOW WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE IN A CELL FILLED WITH WATER., E‘NHEN I CAME OUT, LIKE
RANDPA’S,

U‘:i;z::z? )
@
S
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i&4& PERSEPOLIS

ONE DAY AFTER. SCHOOL...
= @M TOD ME THAT GRANDPA HAD BEEN IN PRISON,

HI, MOM, )

HI, GO AND LOOK IN THE
GUEST ROOM. THERE'S
A SURPRISE FOR YOU.

THE SHAH'S FATHER
TOOK EVERYTHING WE OWNED,
| LIVED IN POVERTY.

NO, M OK. A4S YOU SAY,
IT WAS VERY HARD FOR ME
BUT ALSO FOR YOUR MOTHER
AND FOR YOUR UNCLES.

WHAT? YOU MEAN YOU
WERE POOR T007

OH, YES. SO POOR THAT WE HAD ONLY BREAD TO EAT. | WAS S0 ASHAMED THAT | PRETENDED TO COOK
S0 THAT THE NEIGHBORS WOULDN'T NOTICE ANY THING.

: COME ON! SHE 1S TUST
MMM MOM 15 COOKING BOILING WATER AGAINJ

SOMETHING GOOD!

26



TO SURVIVE | TOOK IN
SEWING AND WITH LEFTOVER
MATERIAL, | MADE CLOTHES
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.

LOOK HOW WELL DRESSED
WE ALL ARE IN THIS PHOTO.

| AM THE LIGHT OF THE ARYANS.

| WILL MAKE THIS COUNTRY

THE MOST MODERN OF ALL TIME.

QUR PEQPLE WILL REGAIN
THEIR SPLENDOR.

2%

WHY ISN'T GRANDPA
THERE? WAS HE IN PRISON?

YES, THE FATHER OF THE SHAH
WAS VERY TOUGH BUT HIS
SON WAS TEN TIMES WORSE,

YOU KNOW, MY CHILD, SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME, DYNASTIES HAVE
SUCCEEDED EACH OTHER BUT THE KINGS ALWAYS KEPT THEIR

PROMISES, THE SHAH KEPT NONE; | REMEMBER THE DAY HE WAS
CROWNED. HE SAID:



HE EVEN WENT TO0 THE GRAVE OF CYRUS THE GREAT, WHO RULED OVER THE ANCIENT WORLD.

CYRUS, REST IN PEACE, WE ARE LOOKING AFTER PERSIA,

ALL THE COUNTRY'S MONEY WENT INTO RIDICULOUS CELEBRA-

TIONS OF THE 2500 YEARS OF DYNASTY AND OTHER FRIVOLITIES.., | AM S0 HAPPY THAT THERE IS
ALL OF THIS TO IMPRESS HEADS OF STATE; THE POPULATION FINALLY 4 REVOLUTION BECAUSE
COULDN'T HAVE CARED LESS., THE SHAH...
5 mo"?.’
225
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L | BOUGHT YOU SOME
3 ) PR B00KS, YOU WILL SEE

> - WHY THE PEOPLE
%2 &= ARE REVOLTING.
227 A
322, 25%3 232,
/] ) ‘; /
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@02 DAUGHTER SAYS SHE 1S HUNGRY"
WELL, SHE HAS
TO WAIT FOR

MY FATHER HAD GONE TO TAKE SOME
PHOTOS OF THE DEMONSTRATION
BUT THIS TIME HE WAS VERY LATE.

HE TOOK PHOTOS EVERY DAY. IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN. HE HAD EVEN BEEN ARRESTED ONCE
BUT ESCAPED AT THE LAST MINUTE.







TODAY | WENT TO REY

PEOPLE CAME QUT CARRYING THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN KILLED
HOSPITAL WITH MY CAMERA. BY THE ARMY, HE WAS HONORED LIKE A MARTYR., A CROWD

GATHERED TO TAKE HIM TO THE BAHESHTE ZAHRA CEMETERY.

THEN THERE WAS ANOTHER CADAVER, AN OLD MAN CARRIED OUT ON A STRETCHER . THOSE wWHO
DIDN'T FOLLOW THE FIRST ONE WENT OVEK TO THE OLD MAN, SHOUTING REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS
AND CALLING HIM A HERO,

N /
(H&Ré IS ANOTHER MARTYR.) 7
7

WELL, | WAS TAKING MY PHOTOS WHEN | NOTICED
AN OLD WOMAN NEXT TO ME. | UNDERSTO0D CW“AT? WHAT IS 1T ? Ake YOU A
THAT SHE WAS THE WIDOW OF THE VICTIM. | HAD ysLROVALIST?
SEEN HER LEAVE THE HOSPIT AL WITH THE 80DY.
O BUT MY
HUSBAND DIED
PLEASE! OF CANCER..
STOP IT!

sToP IT!

¢

X
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THE KING 1S A KILLER! BUT HE WON'T B€
A WINNER' WE WILL CATCH YOU ONE DAY !

AND MAKE YOU PAY!
( WHAT IS SHE SAYING?
.. OH b

..BECAUSE THE WIDOW STARTED
DEMONSTRATING WITH THEM,

"<

IF | DIE NOW
AT LEAST

| WiLL BE

A MARTVYR!!
GRANDMA

MARTYR!

| REALIZED THEN THAT | DIDN'T
UNDERSTAND ANYTHING. | READ
ALL THE BOOKS | COULD.

7

/ 'I\ l
CADAVER, CANCER, l
DEATH, MURDERER
L
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I'D NEVER READ a5 MUCH aS
| OID DURING THAT PERIOD,

MY FAVORITE AUTHOR WAS ALl ASHRAF DARVISHIAR, A KIND OF
LOCAL CHARLES DICKENS. | WENT TO HIS CLANDESTINE BOOK-SIGNING
WITH MY MOTHER.

KOUROSH.
IT’S JUST HIS
KURDISH ACCENT,

£ J
BTN \h'_

- va v iV

HE TOLD 4D 8UT TRUE
STORIES: REZA BECAME A
PORTER AT THE AGE OF TEN.

I FINALLY UNDERSTOCD whY |
FELT ASHAMED TO SIT IN MY
FATHER'S CADILLAC.

LEILA WOVE CARPETS AT AGE FIVE, HASSAN, THREE YEARS OLD,

CLEANED CAR WINDOWS,

GET DOWN FROM
THERE, STUPID!

THE REASON FOR MY SHAME
AND FOR THE REVOLUTION IS
THE SAME: THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN S0CIAL CLASSES.

BUT NOW THAT |
THINK OF IT.. WE HAVE
A MAID AT HOME 't

%%




SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER
PARENTS' HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US, JUST LIKE REZA,

LEILA AND HASSAN,
WE HAVE TO0 MANY CHILDREN,
A4 OR 45 INCLUDING HER.

SHE WILL EAT WELL
AT YOUR HOUSE.

THIS IS MEHRI,

SHE WAS JUST TEN YEARS OLD WHEN SHE PLAVYED WITH ME, AND SHE ALWAYS FINISHED
| WAS BORN...SHE TOOK CARE OF ME. ’

o®

-

7 N
S

R

SHE ALSO TOLD ME STORIES 4BOUT JACKALS THAT SCARED ME.

AND IT CAME CLOSER!
AND IT CAME CLOSER!

IN OTHER WORDS, WE GOT ALONG WELL.

34



AT THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION, IN
4938, SHE FELL IN LOVE WITH THE NEIGHBOR'S
SON. SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.

EVERY NIGHT THEY LOOKED UNTIL THE DAY HE

AT EACH OTHER FROM THE SLIPPED HER A LETTER.,
WINDOW OF MY ROOM.,

CAN YOU HELP ME
LACE MY SHOES?

TO READ AND WRITE ... APPARENTLY SHE WAS NOT VERY TALENTED.

Cso LET’S REPEAT. M 45 m..)

CARROT!

MY DEAR HOSSEIN,

I MISS YOU A LOT.

IT HAS BEEN THREE
DAYS SINCE | SAW
YOU AT THE WINDOW.
| OFTEN TALK ABOUT
YOU TO MY SISTER.

I WAS VERY DEVOTED.

£1Y



MEHRI HAD A REAL SISTER, ONE
YEAR YOUNGER, WHO WORKED
AT MY UNCLE'S HOUSE.

YOU KNOW, | HAVE A FIANCE.

AFTER A FEW VISITS, SHE
FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM T0O.

o ,
)

—

\

IT’S HIM! IN
FRONT OF THE

TV, ISN'T HE \
HANDSOME? . l
]

)

G

HER TEALOLUSY WAS MORE THAN SHE COULD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHRI'S STORY TO MY UNCLE, WHO
TOLD IT TO MY GRANDMA, WHO TOLD IT TO MY MOM, THAT IS HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER ...

«WHO DECIDED TO CLARIFY
THE SITUATION.

I AM YOUR
NEIGHEOR.
I WOULD LIKE
TO HAVE A FEW
WORDS WITH
YOUR SON.

0K, 'Ll GET
STRAIGHT TO THE
POINT : | KNOW THAT
MEHRI PRETENDS
SHE 1S MY DAUGH-
TER. IN REALITY
SHE 1S MY MAID.

3¢



WITHOUT ANY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GAVE ALL
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER!

BUT THIS
15 MARIJII'S
HAND-
WRITING!

DO YOU WANT

T0 CONTINWVE
SEEING HER?

YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT
THEIR LOVE WAS IMPOSSIBLE.

BECAUVSE IN THIS COUNTRY
YOU MUST STAY WITHIN
YOUR OWN <0ClaL CLASS.

-y

WHEN | WENT BACK TO HER ROOM SHE WAS
BUT IS IT HER FAULT DAD, ARE YOU CRYING. WE WERE NOT IN THE SAME SOCIAL CLASS

THAT SHE WAS BORN FOR COR AGAINST T AT T W N T
WHERE SHE WAS SOCIAL CLASSES? BUT. AT LEAST. Wi WERE 1N THE SAME BBP.

BORN???
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WHEN | FINALLY UNDERSTOOD
THE REASONS FOR THE REVO-
LUTION | MADE MY DECISION,

TOMORROW WE
ARE GOING TO
DEMONSTRATE.

FOR ONCE SHE DIDN'T
INSIST ON COMING

_

DON'T WORRY!
WE ARE GOING

38

S0 THE NEXT DAV...

TAKE CARE!
MEHRI, DON'T FORGET TO
COOK HER SOME CHICKEN.
YES, MADAM.

T




LONG LIVE THE REPUBLIC!
IT’S LATE, WE
HAVE TO GO HOME. v
H
: AH!

GOOD LORD!

WHERE TH
DEVIL WER
You?

E
E

WE HAD DEMONSTRATED ON THE VERY DAY WE BUT IN FACT IT WAS REALLY 0UR OWHN WHO
SHOULDN'T HAVE: ON “BLACK FRIDAY.™ THAT DAY HAD ATTACKED US.

THERE WERE S0 MAANY KILLED IN ONE OF THE
NEIGHBORHOODS THAT A RUMOR SPREAD THAT
ISRAELI SOLDIERS WERE RESPCONSIBLE FOR THE
SLAUGHTER.
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AFTER emow, THe s ONE MAss AFTER ANOT MARY paom e KILLED, :

“ OGO DG OHDE

\
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FOR A FEW MONTHS, HE ACTUALLY DID TRY: HE TESTED A DOZEN PRIME MINISTERS,

FREEMASON? | [ YOU REMIND | [ T00 w-ﬁ'oos:wm-r Y L

( &4
’ THEM T00 ONE-EYED!
THAT’S NOT THIN! a1 Vi
MUCH OF MY

-,

THE MORE HE TFZI&D DEMOCRACLY, THE MORE HIS
STATUES WERE TORN DOWN.

WE WILL
NEVER FOR-
GET YOU!

u4
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JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT IT LOOKS LIKE CARTER
OF THE UNITED STATES, REFUSED HAS FORGOTTEN

TO GIVE REFUGE TO THE EXILED HIS FRIENDS. ALL
SHAH AND HIS FAMILY, THAT INTERESTS
HIM 1S oIL!

AND WHY 1S HE TAKING IN THE SHaH?

HE IS THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT. THEY'VE BEEN
RIENDS FOR 4 LONG
TIME, THEY BOTH
BETRAYED THE
COUNTRIES OF QUR
REGION BY MAKING
APACT WITH ISRAEL,

IT'S ANWAR AL-SADAT WHO
WILL ACCEPT HIM IN HIS coo»m%

IN ANY CASE, 45 LONG
AS THERE IS OIL IN THE
MIDDLE EAST WE WILL

NEVER HAVE PEACE.

)\JVVVV»J\-V\JVV S ' o N

LET’S TALK ABOUT

% SOME THING ELSE .
LET’S ENJOY OUR NOW THAT
NEW FREEDOM! THE DEVIL

HAS LEFT!

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
!
.

[ MAVEBE SADAT WELCOMED
THE SHAH BECAUSE HIS FIRST
WIFE WAS EQYPTIAN.

SURELY NOT!
POLITICS AND
SENTIMENT
DON'T MIX.
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CHILDREN, TEAR OUT
ALL THE PHOTOS OF THE

SHAH FROM YOUR BOOKS.

AFTER ALL THIS TOY, A MATOR
MISFORTUNE TOOK PLACE: THE BUT SHE WAS THE ONE TEACHER! "A:T'*A‘f.'r'- YU
SCHOOLS, CLOSED DURING THIS WHO TOLD US THAT THE ?”Hi?‘?’&e ium&"uké" "
\
PERIOD, REOPENED AND... SHAH WAS CHOSEN BY GOD' bt B Blipsiuy ol
CHOSEN BY IN THE CORNER!

GODM

LOOK! A BULLET ALMOST HIT MY
WIFE'S CHEEK. LIBERTY IS PRICELESS.

HELLO! ALL
THOSE DEMON-
STRATIONS
WERE REALLY
TIRING BUT
WE FINALLY

WHAT NERVE' SHE
ALWAYS HAD THAT
NASTY SPOT. IF WE
WEREN'T NEIGHBORS,
HE WOULD HAVE Saib
SHE'S A MARTYR
RAISED FROM THE DEAD.

MY FATHER SAYS

RAMIN'S FATHER

WAS IN THE SAVAK®.

HE KILLED A MILLION
PEOPLE.

”'/
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* SECRET POLICE OF THE SHAH'S REGIME.
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IN THE NAME OF THE
DEAD MILLION, WE'LL
TEACH RAMIN A GOOD
LESSON. | HAVE AN IDEA...

MY IDEA WAS TO PUT NAILS BETWEEN OUR FINGERS LIKE AMERICAN
BRASS KNUCKLES AND TO ATTACK RAMIN.

RAMIN! R AMIN!
COME QUT OF HIDING!
DON'T BE A WIMP!

MARJI FOUND
SOME NAILSM

WHERE DID
YOU FIND THE

»)

O

IN DAD'S
TOoOL 8OX!

SR LS 2SS LY M
22 TCAL S LY

)\

"

-
-~
-

AA
SN
Nas

WHAT WOULD
YOU SAY IF I
NAILED YOUR
EARS TO THE
WAaLL?

us

S0 THAT’S WHAT YOU WANT,
TO NAIL RAMIN? GET INTO THE
CAR, | HAVE 4 BETTER SOLUTION.




LL LET IT GO THIS TIME.
8UT DON'T DO IT AGAIN.

ANYWAY IT 1S
NOT FOR YOU
AND ME TO DO
JUSTICE. I'D
EVEN SAY WE
HAVE TO LEARN
TO FORGIVE.,

BUT MOM, RAMIN'S
FATHER KILLED...

HIS FATHER DID IT, BUT
IT'S NOT RAMIN'S FAULT.

NOT YOUR FAULT,
S0 | FORGIVE YOU.

HE IS NOT A MURDERER!
HE KILLED COMMUNISTS
AND COMMUNISTS

YOUR FATHER IS A
MURDERER BUT IT'S

m ARE EVIL.

00

MOM, | SPOKE TO
RAMIN, HE SAYS
HIS FATHER DID THE
RIGHT THING IN

KILLING COMMUNISTS,

TELL HIM, HE WL UNDERSTAND LATER...

G«v GOD' HE REPEATS WHAT THEY )

YOou
HAVE TO
FORGIVE!

| HAD THE FEELING OF BEING SOMEONE REALLY,
REALLY GOOD.
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saa  THE HEROES

THE POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE LIBERATED A FEW DAYS LATER. THERE WERE 3000 OF THEM.

WE KNEW TWO OF THEM.

SIAMAK JaRI

BORN
FEBRUARY 20, 1945

IN LURISTAN

PROFESSION:
TJOURNALIST

CRIME: WROTE
SUBVERSIVE ARTICLES
IN THE KEYHAN

DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :
TJOLY 1933

RELEASED: MARCH 19319

POLITICAL CONVICTION:
COMMUNIST

MOHSEN SHaKIBA

BORN
NOVEMBER. 22, 194%

IN RACHT

PROFESSION:
REVOLUTIONARY

CRIME:
REVOLUTIONARY

DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :
APRIL 191

RELEASED: MARCH 1939

POLITICAL CONVICTION:
COMMUNIST

Ul o




LALY WAS SIAMAK’S DAUGHTER.
EVEN BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. BRING LALY WITH YOU

HE WAS THE HUSBAND OF MY AND COME BY TODAY.
MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND. WE'LL TALK ABOUT IT. WHERE IS YOUR F “”@

HOW LONG SINCE
YOU HAD ANY (ona TR, )

NEWS ABOUT HIM?

| HAD HEARD ABOUT SIAMAK [

-

il

I

DON'T YOU KNOW THAT

WHEN THEY KEEP SAYING i‘—ZA‘f’C?;

SOMEONE IS ON A TRIP IT THE CASE WITH
?

REALLY MEANS HE IS DEAD? MY GRANDPA.

THE TRUTH 1S SOMETIMES HARD TO aCCePT,

G0 TO YOUR ROOM AND
STAY THERE!

800...H00 !
MARJI SAYS...
THAT DADDV...
IS DEAD!

NOBODY WILL ACCEPT THE TRUTH.
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AFTER THE REVOLUTION | REALIZED
THAT YOU COULD BE MISTAKEN. WHAT DOES YOU'U SOON
HE LOOK UKE? FIND OUT.

TODAY IS A GREAT DAY,
DARLING. WE'VE INVITED
LALY’S FATHER AND
MOHSEN. THEY B0TH
JUST LEFT PRISON.

g
) ST
@ ' | ‘. :‘ . l

M S0 HAPPY THAT YOU
ARE BACK..| DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO SAY...

DON'T SAY STILL AND THIS MUST BE

ANYTHING, A FLAT- MARJL. LORD! THE

I KNOW ! TERER! LAST TIME | SAW
HER SHE WAS ONLY
THREE YEARS OLD,

)

SRR

&

TIME 1S IRRETRIEVABLE .
WHEN THEY ARRESTED ME,
LALY BARELY SPOKE AND NOW
SHE 1S A REAL YOUNG LADY.

u3



MOHSEN! FOR GOD'S SAKE! ME DEAD? WHAT A TOKE! IN PRISON THEY
| THOUGHT YOU WERE DEAD. CALLED ME THE MAN WITH SEVEN LIVES

YOU REMEMBER THE DAY
THEY PULLED QUT MY NAILS?
THEY HAVE GROWN BACK

YOU KNOW SINCE. NOT IN A NORMAL WAV...

EACH OTHER? BUT AT LEAST | HAVE THEM,

LOOK' ON YOUR SOLES
THERE ARE NERVES THAT
LEAD DIRECTLY TO THE BRAIN,

REAL SCIENTISTS!
THEY KNEW EACH PART
OF THE BODY. THEY

QUR TORTURERS RECEIVED
SPECIAL TRAINING FROM THE C.L.A
KNEW WHERE TO HIT!

§0



NOT TO MENTION PUTTING OUT THEIR Ci- ';A: oc‘:?:oems WERE S0
GARETTES ON QUR BACKS AND THIGHS..

HEY WHIPPED ME WITH THICK ELEC-
TRIC CABLES S0 MUCH THAT THIS
LOOKS LIKE ANYTHING BUT A FOOT.

i

i

E |

THAT THEY FORGOT TO SPARE
ME THIS EXPERIENCE...

ANY NEWS OF AHMADI... AHMADI WAS ASSASSINATED, AS A MEMBER OF THE GUERILLAS, HE )

AHMADI? SUFFERED HELL. HE ALWAYS HAD CYANIDE ON HIM IN CASE HE WAS ARRESTED,
BUT HE WAS TAKEN BY SURPRISE AND UNFORTUNATELY HE NEVER HAD A
CHANCE TO USE [T... SO HE SUFFERED THE WORST TORTURE ...

CONFESS!
WHERE ARE
THE OTHERS!

THEY BURNED HIM WITH AN IRON.

| NEVER
IMAGINED

~ THAT
YOU CoULD
USE THAT

APPLIANCE
FOR TORTURE.

s4



IN THE END HE WAS CUT TO PIECES.

HE WaS IN MY
CLASS AT THE
UNIVERSITY.

IT'S & GOOD THING
THEY DIDN'T KILL YOUR
FATHER IN PRISON,

MAYEE, BUT MY
FATHER 1S A HERO!

ALL TORTURERS SHOULD
BE MASSACRED!

$2

BUT YOU HAVE TO aDMIT
| WASN'T COMPLETELY
WRONG WHEN | SAID HE
WAS NOT ON A TRIP,

1033
’<’<H

MY FATHER WAS NOT A HERDO,
MY MOTHER WANTED TO KILL
PEQPLE...S0 | WENT OUT TO

PLAY IN THE STREET.




THOSE STORIES HAD GIVEN ME NEW IDEAS FOR GAMES,

WHAT KIND
OF TORTURE?

WILL BE TORTURED.

| HAVE IMAGINA-
TION T0O.. THE
MUSTACHE-ON-
FIRE TORTURE
CONSISTS OF
PULLING ON THE
TWO SIDES COF
THE UPPER LIP.

THE MOUTH FILLED
WITH GARBAGE.

BACK AT HOME THAT EVENING, | HAD
THE DIABOLICAL FEELING OF POWER...

BUT IT DION'T L&
WAS OVERWHELMED.

ST. |

DON'T CRY DARLING. THEY WILL
PAY FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE .

euT |
THOUGHT
ONE SHOULD
FORGIVE ,

BAD PEOPLE 4RE
DANGEROUS BUT
FORGIVING THEM 1S
TOO. DON'T WORRY,
THERE 1S TUSTICE
ON EARTH.

REVOLUTION WAS FINALLY OVER ONCE AND FOR ALL,

| DIDN'T KNOW WHAT JUSTICE WAS. NOW THAT THE

| ABANDONED THE DIALECTIC MATERIALISM OF MY
COMIC STRIPS. THE ONLY PLACE | FELT SAFE WAS
IN THE 8RMS OF MY FRIEND .

$%
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IF ONLY HE HAD BEEN IN PRISON,

SO MY FATHER WAS NOT
A HERDO.

@ EVERYTHING ALL RIGHT, MAR1?)

THEY CUT MY DAD'S LEG
OFF, BUT HE STILL DIDN'T
CONFESS!... SO THEY CUT
OFF AN ARM AS WELL.

LUCKILY, ONE DAY THEY TOLD
ME ABOUT MY UNCLE ANOOSH.

THE ONLY ONE OF MY FATHER'S BROTHERS | HAD NEVER MET,
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN IN PRISON, AND NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN 30 YEARS, MY GRANDMA WAS REUNITED WITH HER SIX CHILDREN.

AND | HAD A HERO IN MY
FAMILY... NATURALLY |
LOVED HIM IMMEDIATELY.

WHY DON'T YOU COME

AND LIVE WITH US7?

SUCH A SWEET CHILD! I'LL
SLEEP HERE TONIGHT AND
TELL YOU STORIES.

sS4

MARRIED?
DO YOU HAVE
CHILDREN?
HOw OLD
ARE YOU?




DON'T BOTHER HIM
TO0 MUCH, HE'S TIRED.

“”ilm

(),

. ’@ ' 5.
%‘/(( (\
G/

OK, HERE GOES: | WAS 18 YEARS
OLD WHEN MY UNCLE FEREYDOON
AND HIS FRIENDS PROCLAIMED
THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE IRANIAN
PROVINCE OF AZERBAITAN...

FEREYDOON ELECTED HIMSELF
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF
THIS NEW LITTLE REPUBLIC,

H GENTLEMEN, JUSTICE IS
| THE BASIS OF DEMOCRACY.

ALL MEN SHOULD BE EQUAL
ks f IN THE EYES OF THE LAW.
-~ A s e X1

S5 - SO,
NS
/ - >

/STHRNA

MY IDEAS WERE THE SAME AS
HIS BUT YOUR GRANDFATHER
REMAINED FAITHFUL TO THE
SHAH.

MY SON, A TRAITOR!
GO AwAY AND
TOIN UP WITH MY

“rovnc BROTHER!

(

YOU'LL
B0TH END
UP BEING
EXECUTED!
DO YOU
HEAR ME?
EXECUTED!

| BECAME FEREYDOON'S SECRETARY.

IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AND
ENTHUSIASM.

ONE NIGHT | HAD A
TERRIBLE NIGHTMARE:
DEAD PEOPLE, BLOOD...

AZERBAITAN IS ONLY THE
BEGINNING. WE ARE GOING
TO FREE IRAN PROVINCE BY
PROVINCEM!

| HAD TO SEE FEREYDOON.

THE NEXT MORNING, | WAS SO TORMENTED,

SHIT! THE
SHAH'S SOLDIERS!

GOOD GOD'
FEREYDOON

S



| WANTED TO DO SOMETHING... BUT
HERE WAS NOTHING | COULD DO...THEY
ARRESTED HIM AND | RAN AWAY.

FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKED THROUGH THE FALLING SNOW,
| CROSSED THE ALBORZ MOUNTAINS TO FIND REFUGE AT MY

PARENTS’ HOUSE IN ASTARA,

/

@J

=
P
///7/1%

| WAS HUNGRY, | WAS COLD, BUT | CONTINUVED.

MY GOD!
ANOOSH!!!

WHAT’S GOING ON?
WHO'S BOTHERING US
AT THIS HOUR ?

COME
QUICKLY!

IT'S QUR
SON ANOOSH!
HE HAS
FAINTED!

Sé

| WAS NEARLY DEAD WHEN |
ARRIVED.
"

BANG!
BANG!

WHAT IS HE
DOING HERE?
WHY DIDN'T HE
STAY WITH HIS
NICE UNCLE?



BUT THE SHAH'S POLICE WER
LOOKING FOR ME. | WAS NOT
SAFE WITH MY PARENTS.
S0 | DECIDED TO GO INTO EXILE.

”~
>

S

YOU ALWAYS SAY THE RIGHT THING
AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELP ME NOW!

OH MY GOD...
MY SON, M
DEAR SON

IT'S A BIT
LATE TO
SHOW YOUR
AFFECTION'!

| SWAM ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER WHAT
AND ARRIVED IN THE USSR, HAPPENED TO
YOUR UNCLE
HOLY FEREYDOON?
SMOKE! I
LALY'S DAD
HASN'T EVEN
BEEN TO THE

| LEARNED THAT HE KNEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING
TO ARREST HIM. HE COULD HAVE RUN AWAY LIKE MOST COF HIS
FRIENDS DID. BUT HE DECIDED TO STAY.

o > rd

ALL IS LOST. 1&aM AT YOUR
MERCY, GENTLEMEN.

sH



AT THE TIME HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND WHO
WAS INVOLVED IN HIS POLITICAL MOVE-
MENT. A GIRL FROM A GOOD FAMILY.

L)

FEREYDOON,
YOU HAVE
A VISITOR.

YES, | PAID
THE GUARD.
HE WON'T
BOTHER VLS.

YOU KNOW WHAT IT IS LIKE
TO BE AN UNMARRIED MOTHER
IN THIS COUNTRY, YOU WILL BE
SHUNNED, LIFE WILL BE HELL.

| DON'T CARE. LET'S
MAKE A CHILD.

MY DARLING,
YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE COME, YOU
ARE MAKING

IT WORSE FOR

LET'S MAKE A CHILD,

MY LOVE...

| KNOW, | WANT A
LIVING MEMORY OF YOU.

I AM GOING TO BE EXECUTED TOMORROW.

SHE BECAME PREGNANT THAT ARE YOU ALRIGHT 7

VERY NIGHT AND LEFT FOR

SWITZERLAND SOON AFTER, | KNOW ﬂ"(\ EHH...DO YOU
THAT SHE HAD A SON. | HEARD Z-/f(' S HAVE OTHER
HE LOOKS A LOT LIKE HIS FATHER. STORIES LIKE

ifi

THAT ?

'l MAKE YOU A HOT CHOCOLATE. )
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AND YOU, WHAT DID
VYOU DO IN THE VS.SR?

TO MOSCOW, WHERE | BECAME
IN MARXISM-LENINISM,

FIRST | WENT TO LERINGRAD, THEN
A STUDENT. | HAVE A DOCTORATE

WHAT 7 YU KNOW 2800UT THAT?

| READ THE COMIC
Nt BOOK VERSION,
{’/ 7

HAD TWO CHILDREN, TWO

LATER | MARRIED AND
GIRLS. LOOK...

—/

SHE WAS MY WIFE.
WE ARE DIVORCED.

OK, BUT WHY 15 HER
HEAD SCRATCHED OUT?

\v = HAVE HEADS?
\‘~( ?}\4\*
0‘ o
/ \ ©
£ >
/] —~
-:;.::O...:' '.. o.. .' . 2
RS
.\...‘:
s
1 2\

RUSSIANS AREN'T LIKE US...

WHAT ? DON'T THEY

IT'S HEARTS THEY DON'T HAVE,
THEY DON'T KNOW HOW TO LOVE,

£9



AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LONELY, | MISSED MY COUNTRY, | DECIDED TO GO HOME. | GOT
MY PARENTS, MY BROTHERS. | DREAMT ABOUT THEM OFTEN. A FALSE PASSPORT AND

DISGUISED MYSELF,

THEY PUT ME IN PRISON FOR

HEY! YOO WITH
THE BEARD AND

NINE VEARS.

THAN LALY'S
FATHER!

THEY SAY YOU WERE
TORTURED TERRIBLY, LIKE
SIAMAK, LALY'S FATHER.

NO, HE TOLD IT
Td MOM AND 1
HEARD HIM.

YOUR FATHER TOLD

WIFE MADE ME
SUFFER wWas

| TELL YOU ALL THIS
BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT
THAT YOU KNOW, OUR
FAMILY MEMORY MUST NOT
BE LOST. EVEN IF IT’S NOT
EASY FOR YOU, EVEN IF YOU
DON'T UNDERSTAND IT ALL.

DON'T WORRY,
I'LL NEVER
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|

AND NOW IT’S TIME

HERE, TAKE THIS SWAN
| MADE IN PRISON. OUT
OF BREAD.

THERE ARE LOTS
OF HEROES IN MY
FAMILY. MY
GRANDPA WAS IN
PRISON, MY UNCLE
ANOOSH TO00: FOR
NINE YEARS! HE

WAS EVEN IN THE
USSR, MY GREAT-
UNCLE FEREYDOON
PROCLAIMED A
DEMOCRATIC STATE
AND HE WAS...

61
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i858 THE SHEEP

DURING THE TIME ANOOSH STAVYED WITH US

| HEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST IT'S NOT IMPORTANT. EVERYTHING
ORDER. WILL TURN OUT FINE, IN A COUNTRY

WHERE HALF THE POPULATION IS

ILITERATE YOU CANNOT UNITE
IT’S INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUTION THE PEOPLE AROUND MARY. THE

IS A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AND
ONLY THING THAT CAN REALLY
THE REPUBLIC WANTS TO BE UNITE THEM 1S NATIONALISM

CALLED 1SLaMIC, e R A RELIGICVS ETHIC...

BUT THE RELIGIOUS
LEADERS DON'T ON TV THEY S4Y
THAT 99.99% OF THE
; POPULATICN VOTED FOR
WILL RETURN TO THE ISLAMIC REPURBLIC.
THEIR MOSQUES.
THE PROLETARIAT
SHALL RULE!
IT’S INEVIT 2BLE!
THAT’S JUST
WHAT LENIN
EXPLAINED IN
“THE STATE AND
THE REVOLUTION

DID YOU HEAR THAT, ANOOSH ? DO YOU REALIZE HOW
IGNORANT QUR PEOPLE ARE ? THE ELECTIONS WERE
FAKED AND THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 99.99%!" AS
FOR ME, | DON'T KNOW A SINGLE PERSON WHO VOTED
FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. WHERE DID THAT FIGURE
COME FROM? FROM THEIR ASSES, THAT'S WHERE!

62



MY DAD S4aYS NOBODY
REALIZES THE DANGER.

S0 WHEN ARE YOU LEAVING?

Q

wy|l?

BUT THE UNITED VYEAH..THAT
STATES IS WOULD BE NICE.
TERRIFIC' YOU'LL
FINALLY SEE BRUCE
LEE IN PERSON!

HE'S GOWNG TO THE UNITED STATES !

TO THE UNITED STATES? WHY?

BRUCE LEE
IS DEAD...

({

I,

MY PARENTS SAY IT'S IMPOS-
SIBLE TO LIVE UNDER AN ISLAMIC
REGIME, IT'S BETTER TO LEAVE,

BUT THE REUGINUS LEADERS ARE
VERY STUPID, THEY WON'T LAST,

IN ABOUT A MONTH,

6%

IT WAS THE END OF THE WORLD !..




AFTER MY FRIEND'S DEPARTURE, A GOOD PART OF MY FAMILY ALSO LEFT THE COUNTRY.,

:Q\f 1

NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT 6302 TO
LOS ANGELES
GATE 26.
NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT 6302 T0
L0S ANGELES
GATE 26.

S0 THAT | CAN BECOME
A TAXI DRIVER AND YOU
A CLEANING LADY ?

WORRY.
EVERVYONE
WHO LEFT
WiLL COME
BACK. THEY'RE
JUST AFRAID
0F CHANGE.




DON'T 8E TAJI! IT'S ,

UKE THIS WITH ALL DAD! IT'S FOR YOU'!
REVOLUTIONS. THIS

1S JUST A TRANSI-

TIONAL PERICD...

MURDERERS!
MURDERERS!

HE'S BEEN FOUND
DEAD, DROWKED...

WHAT'S
GOING ON?

MY MOTHER WAS RIGHT TO BELIEVE IT WAS
MURDER.... WHEN THEY FOUND HIS BODY, ONLY
HIS HEAD WAS UNDERWATER.

P

S—

6S

EVERYTHING WILL
BE ALRIGHT !




AFTER MOHSEN, IT WAS SIAMAK’S TURN.

WE

‘! ARE THE
i e =
i iy DIVINE
|. : 4) @9 ' (‘e\:‘_*\. TUSTICE!
3 ( N /

A

I
g / ™

= '-'} f\\

YES!

T~

l

/ \

i TER \WAS EXECUTED IN HIS PLACE.
S SISTER. Vik$ CXECUTED et DO YOU KNOW WHERE SIAMAK AND HIS FAMILY ARE NOW?

NO MORE THAN
YOU DO, BUT THEY ’
MUST SURELY o/
HAVE HIDDEN '
\\ SOMEWHERE , ’
// -

LATER ON WE LEARNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER HIDDEN AMONG
A FLOCK OF SHEEP.

EVERYTHING WILL BE
ALRIGHT ...
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AND THAT IS HOW ALL THE FORMER
REVOLUTIONARIES BECAME THE
SWORN ENEMIES OF THE REPUBLIC.

WHAT ? WASN'T HE
SUPPOSED TO COME?

OH NO! THAT OLD TALE ABOUT BEING ON A TRIP HAD COME BACK...

HE HAD TO LEAVE QUICK-
LY... HIS WIFE CALLED
HIM. HE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU GOODBYE...

HE DOESN'T EVEN
TALK TO HIS WIFE,

DARLING' DID YOU HAVE DON'T YOU WANT WHY DIDN'T HE
A GOOD DAY AT SCHOOL? TO EAT A LITTLE? STAY TO SAY GOODBYE
TO ME?

‘ I'M NOT HUNGR‘I.)

HE WAS IN A HURRY,
A BiG HURRY.

6+



7

6’*« TRUTH 15, THEY HAVE ARRESTED ANOOSH.

)

| THINK WE
NEED TO TALK. S
!

ANOOSH HAS
THE RIGHT

T0 ONLY ONE
VISITOR. AND
IT’S YOU HE
WANTS TO

SEE.

P0 YOU
WANT TO DO
SOMETHING

(21



YOU KNOW, YOU HAVE
HONORED ME WITH
YOUR VISIT ?

YOU ARE THE LITTLE
GIRL | ALlWAYS
WANTED TO HAVE.

HERE' | MADE YOU
ANOTHER. BREAD-SWAN.
IT’S THE UNCLE OF
THE FIRST ONE.

BUT YOU'LL SEE' ONE
DAY THE PROLETARIAT
wWiLL RULE!
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AND SO | WAS LOST, WITHOUT ANY BEARINGS... WHAT COULD BE WORSE THAN THAT ?

MARJi, RUN TO

THE BASEMENT!

WE'RE BEING
BOMBED!

IT WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR,




% THE TRIP

THEY'VE OCCUPIED
OH SHIT! THE V.S, EMBASSY !

WHO D0 YOU THINK? THE FUNDA- THEY CALL IT “A NEST
MENTALIST STUDENTS HAVE TAKEN , OF SPIES.” HA HA! YOU'D YOU'RE NOT INTERESTED?
THE AMERICANS HOSTAGE! THINK IT WAS A JAMES

BOND MOVIE.

S0, MY GREAT DREAM WENT LP
ﬁiWDzMI’ei.AMeR|CAN$ CWHY'S THAT 727 IN SMOKE.. | WOULDN'T BE ABLE
TO GO TO THE UNITED STATES.
MAYBE, BUT NOW THINK ABOUT IT. KAVEH, THEY CLOSED THE U.S.
NO ONE CAN GO NO EMBASSY, EMBASSY TODAY. | WON'T BE
A TO THE UNITED NO VISA' ABLE TO COME AND SEE YOU...
N
~ g
m THE DREAM WASN'T THE USA.
> IT WAS SEEING MY FRIEND KAVEH,
WHO HAD LEFT TO GO LIVE IN THE
STATES A YEAR EARLIER.

12



AND THEN SOME DAYS LATER...

THE MINISTERY
OF EDUCATION HAS
DECREED THAT
UNIVERSITIES WILL
CLOSE AT THE END
OF THE MONTH.

- /
JIJJ Z l’ Y hir X

LEVELS, ARE DECADENT. EVERY THING ALL THE UNIVERSITIES FOR A GOING TO FORCE US TO WEAR
NEEDS TO BE REVISED TO ENSURE THAT| | WHILE. BETTER TO HAVE N Lo ot e Bhipcdd i
OUR CHILDREN ARE NOT LED ASTRAY STUDEATS AT ALl THAN 0 P i ol oy
FROM THE TRUE PATH OF ISLAM. J EDUCATE FOTURE lMpeR'AUST_Sj GOD, WHAT A BACKWARD POLICY |
@

OF COURSE, \
OF COURSE !

THUS, THE UNIVERSITIES WERE
CLOSED FOR TWO YEARS,

NO MORE UNIVERSITY, AND | | WANTED TO BE AN EDUCATED, AND S0 ANOTHER DREAM WENT
WANTED TO STUDY CHEMISTRY., LIBERATED WOMAN. AND IF THE UP IN SMOKE.

| WANTED TO BE LIKE MARIE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE MEANT

CURIE. GETTING CANCER, S0 BE IT, MISERY! AT THE AGE

THAT MARIE CURIE FIRST
WENT TO FRANCE TO
STUDY, I'LL PROBABLY
HAVE TEN CHILDREN ...

IT'S | WHO DISCOVERED
THE NEWEST RADIOACTIVE
ELEMENT,

3



YOUR MOTHER'S CAR
BROKE DOWN, WE HAVE
TO PICK HER ULP.

« AND THAT IF | DIDN'T WANT
THAT TO HAPPEN , | SHOULD
WEAR THE VEIL...

TWO GUYS...TWO BEARDED GUYSL... e B
TWO FUNDAMENT ALIST BASTARDS... ' SHOULD B€ PUSHED
UP AGAINST A WALL AND FUCKED.

THE BASTARDS.THE BASTARDS.THEY... AND THEN THROWN IN THE GARBAGE

THAT INCIDENT MADE MY MOTHER SICK FOR AND SO TO PROTECT WOMEN FROM ALL THE POTENTIAL
SEVER AL DAYS . RAPISTS, THEY DECREED THAT WEARING THE VEIL

was 08LIGATORY.
ANYTHING | CAN
GET YOU, MOM?

WOMEN'S HAIR EMANATES RAYS THAT EXCITE
MEN, THAT'S WHY WOMEN SHOULD COVER THEIR
HAIR! IF IN FACT IT IS REALLY MORE CIVILIZED
T0 GO WITHOUT TRE VEIL, THEN ANIMALS ARE
MORE CIVILIZED THAN WE ARE.

INCREDIBLE !
THEY THINK
ALL MEN SRE
PERVERTS M

e



IN NO TIME, THE WAY PEOPLE DRESSED BECAME AN THERE WERE ALSO TWO SORTS OF MEN.

(4 ?
THERE WERE TWO KINDS OF WOMEN
REOMCA St > THE FUNDAMENTALIST THE PROGRESSIVE MAN

THE FUNDAMENTALIST THE MODERN WOMAN MAN
WOMAN SHAVED,
BEARD sHrRT | WIS H & TUCKED
HANGING N
ooT | MUSTACHE

YOU SHOWED YOUR 0PPOSITION
TO THE REGIME BY LETTING A ISLAM IS MORE OR LESS
FEW STRANDS OF HAIR SHOW. AGAINST SHAVING.

Z

BUT LET’S BE FAIR, IF WOMEN IT WASN'T ONLY THE GOVERNMENT THAT CHANGED. ORDINARY PEOPLE

FACED PRISON WHEN THEY CHANGED T00.
REFUSED TO WEAR THE VEIL, ¥
IT WAS ALSO FORBIDDEN FOR »

MEN TO WEAR NECKTIES /// /
(THAT DREADED SYMBOL OF F " / LOOK AT HER) LAST
THE WEST). AND IF WOMEN'S VEAR SHE WAS

HAIR GOT MEN EXCITED, THE WEARING A MINISKIRT,
SAME THING COULD BE SAID OF SHOWING OFF HER BEEFY

MEN'S BARE ARMS. AND S0, p THIGHS TO THE WHOLE

WEARING SHORT-SLEEVED ’ _4 : NEIGHBORHO0D, AND NOW

SHIRTS WAS ALSO FORBIDDEN. MADAME IS WEARING
o [ 4 A CHADOR. IT SUITS

HER BETTER, | GUESS. |

,/Eq

45 FOR HER FONDAMENTALIST HUSBAND WH) AT FIRST, IT WAS A UTTLE HARD,
IF ANYONE EVER ASKS YOU / ’
DRANK WIGELE NTO A STUPOR V8RY WHAT Y00 DO OURING THE BUT | LEARNED TO LIE QUICKLY,
TIME HE UTTERS THE WORD “ALCOHOL" DAY, SAY YOU PRAY, YOU
UNDERST AND?? | PRAY FIVE TIMES A DAY.

\l
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IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING, THE o e - e
SPIRIT OF REVOLUTION WAS STHL (not 1T’s Too bange 0vs.) fé Aekamzbzosoerwo .
IN THE AIR. THERE WERE SOME e o e Al Loy A
0PPOSITION DEMONSTRATIONS.

T00.

RIGHT NOwW!

TOMORROW THERE'S
GOING TO BE A
MEETING AGAINST
FUNDAMENTALISM.

[

SINCE THE 1939 REVOLUTION, I'D
GROWN OLDER (WELL, A YEAR
OLDER) AND MOM HAD CHANGED.

SO | WENT WITH THEM. | PASSED e WHEN SUDDENLY THINGS GOT NASTY.
OUT FLYERS...

THE SCARF OR
A BEATING

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE, |
SAW VIOLENCE WITH MY OWN EVES.

Ed)



THINGS GOT WORSE FROM ONE DAY TO THE NEXT. IN SEPTEMBER 1980, MY PARENTS ABRUPTLY PLANNED
A VACATION, | THINK THEY REALIZED THAT SO0N SUCH THINGS WOULD NO LONGER BE POSSIBLE, AS IT
HAPPENED, THEY WERE RIGHT. AND S0 WE WENT TO ITALY AND SPAIN FOR THREE WEEKS...

2.
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RIGHT BEFORE GOING BACK, IN THE HOTEL ROOM
IN MADRID.

OO |
RN

THE TV SHOWED A MAP OF IRAN AND A BLACK
CLOUD COVERING THE COUNTRY LITTLE BY LITTLE.

AFCHANISTAN

WHAT IN THE
WORLD 16 THIS?

TOO BAD WE
DON'T KNOW
SPANISH.

MAYBE THEY'RE
TALKING ABUT
POLLUTICN. YOU

POLLUTED CITY IN
THE WORLD.

IT LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE TALKING
ABOUT THE WHOLE COUNTRY,
NOT TUST THE CaPITAL,

THE NEXT DAY MY GRANDMOTHER
CAME TO PICK US UP AT THE AIRPORT.

SHE LOOKED WORRIED,

EVERYTHING 0K, MOM?

38



OH! M TAKING THIS TRHING OFF. IT'S T00 HOT.

IT’s GOOD TO €
BACK, THERE'S
NO PLACE LIKE

YOU HAVEN'T HEARD?

HAVEN'T
HEARD WHAT?

TRUE, BUT SOON THERE'LL
8E NO HOME.

WHY DO YOU SAY THAT 7

W THEY ONLY
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED
IT TWO DAYS 4GO,
BUT REALLY, IT'S
BEEN A MONTH...
THE IRANIAN
FUNDAMENTALISTS
TRIED TO STIR LP
THEIR IRAQ!I SHITE
ALLIES AGAINST
SADDAM. HE S BEEN

WAITING FOR THE
CHANCE, HE'S ALWAYS
WANTED TO INVADE
IRAN, AND HERE'S
THE PRETEXT, IT'S
THE SECOND ARAB
INVASION. ..

9

THE SECOND INVASION IN 1400 YEARS! MY 8LOOD
WAS BOILING. | WAS READY TO DEFEND MY
COUNTRY AGAINST THESE ARABS WHO KEPT
ATTACKING US.

| WANTED TO FIGHT.




Y THEF.14s

A FEW DAYS AFTER OUR TRIP, AND
JUST BEFORE | HAD TO GO BACK TO

——
TYPE THIS OND
MAKE THREE COPIES.

SCHOOL, | WENT TO MY FATHER'S OFFICE.

ANAwwnany
ALA LSS S SN
1SS S SSS SN

AR RARNLY
LS SECSENE SN

\

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I'D
SEEN FIGHTER TETS...

| DON'T THINK 50, THOSE
ARE PROBABLY IRAQIS.

WHAT 7 WY DO
YOU SAY THAT?7?

BECAUSE
THEY
DON'T
LOOK LIKE
QUR F-1us!

IT WasS 4 TOUGH CALL, BUT DAD was
AN ENGINEER. HE WAS THE SPECIALIST.

IRANIAN OR. IRAQI, THE TETS
HOGGED THE GROUND BEFORE
SUDDENLY ZOOMING UP INTO
THE SKY RIGHT BEFORE THE
MOUNT AINS ON THE HORIZON.

L) SR
ﬁ;ﬂowc[? THE(‘AD? m

eOMBED
TEHRAN...

IRAQ!
MIGS HAVE

80




LET'S GO HOME NOW'! YOUR
MOTHER MUST B€ TERRIFIED,

DAD! DO YOU
REMEMBER
WHAT YOU
LEARNED DURING
YOUR MILITARY
SERVICE? ARE YOU
GOING TO WAR ?

FIGHT ? WE KAVE
VN 70 TEACH THOSE
IRAQIS A LESSON!

ARE YOV GOING TO

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT ? OF COURSE I'™M NOT
GOING TO FIGHT. WHY SHOULD
| FIGHT 2t

HOW CAN YOU say
THAT ? THE IRAQIS
HAVE ALWAYS

BEEN OUR ENEMIES.
THEY WANT TO
INVADE US.

AND WORSE, THEY DRIVE
LIKE MANIACS...

)

7
THE 8R2BS | |

Ne’f/ea c,u<eoW 0K, ENOUGH OF W
THE PERSIANS, THAT. THE REAL
EVERVYONE ISLAMIC INVASION
KNOWS THAT. %\Z ggﬁ, FROM
THEY

ATTACKED US GOVERNMENT.
4400 YEARS

AGD. THEY

FORCED THER

81
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WAR ALWAYS TAKES YOU
BY SURPRISE.




WE HAVE TO BOMB BAGHDAD' BOMB BAGHDAD...YOU NEED PILOTS FOR THAT.

AFTER THE GENERALS BLEW THEIR CHANCE
AT A COUP D'ETAT , THEY WERE ALL JAILED
TAKE YOUR FEET OR EXECUTED...
OFF THE TABLE,
IT’S IMPOLITE .

| KNEW FIGHTER PILOTS. MY

AL T AROUTE. FRIEND PARDISSE’S FATHER ey A s
‘ETAT? ! WAS ONE. ;
TAIL? WHAT PILOTS? YEAR SHE DIDN'T COME TO

SCHOOL FOR A WHOLE MONTH,

THAT BASTARD SAPDAM WAITED UNTIL ENTEZAML. ENTEZAML...
WE WERE WEAK BEFORE ATTACKING! HE WAS ONE OF THE

CONDEMNED. FIRST
PARDISSE HE HAS TO GET OUT
ENTEZAMI'S DAD OF PRISON!
1S A FIGHTER PILOT.

HE'S GOING TO GO
BOMB BAGHDAD.

I'M GOING TO
MY RCOM,

eI Ty W

MM

NI gy
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IT'S THE PITS! MY DAD

IS A DEFEATIST. HE'S NO
PATRIOT...

SUDDEALY, | HEARD THE IRANIAN
NATIONAL ANTHEM COMING FROM
THE TV, QUR STAR-SPANGLED BANNER.

IT HAD BEEN MORE THAN A YEAR
SINCE WE'D HEARD IT..,

SMLET THE EVIL THOUGHTS
OF YOUR ENEMIES BE
FAR FROM YOU $

IT HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN AND REPLACED BY
THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S 1SLAMIC HYMNL..

WE WERE OVERWHELMED...
WELCOME TO THE £:00 NEWS. 440 IRANIAN F-145

CARRIED OUT BOMBING RAIDS ON BAGHDAD TONIGHT.

YOU CAN'T ALWAYS BELIEVE
WHAT THEY SAY. 8§ 0'CLOCK,
THE B8BC IS BROADCASTING
T00. WHERE’S THE RADIO?
YOU DON'T
BELIEVE ANY THING!
HERE'S THE
RADIO!

WELL, THERE'S
YOUR PROOF THAT
OUR ARMY 15

STILL STRONG!

—
/
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440 IRANIAN BOMBERS AT TACKED

BAGHDAD TCDAY...

HA! HA!

Forr e

N

/—’“-“—“_“_“-“-‘-.‘_--w-

| WAS ALL WRONG ABOUT DAD.
HE LOVED HIS COUNTRY AS MUCH

PRESIDENT
BANISADR HAS
ORDERED THE
RELEASE OF THE
MILITARY PILOTS
TAILED AFTER
THE FAILED COULP,
THEY AGREED TO
ATTACK IRAQ IF
THE GOVERNMENT
BROADCAST THE

NATIONAL ANTHEM..

|

84

AS USUAL, MY DAD WAS RIGHT...




«THE REST OF THE NEWS
WASN'T S0 CO0L...

IRANIAN
LOSSES
WERE VERY
HEAVY...
HALF OF THE
PLANES IN
THE MISSION
HAVE NOT
RETURNED.

| HOPE PARDISSE’S DAD

| HAD T0 WAIT TWO0 WEEKS TO FIND OULT.

((Hev! paroissE )

| KNEW RIGHT AWAY, BUT |
DIDN'T DARE ASK,

IN CLASS, THE TEACHER ASKED US TO WRITE A
REPORT ABOUT THE WAR.

IT'Ss A
DIFFICULT
SUBJECT,
BUT IT
CONCERNS
US ALL.
THINK
ABOUT IT
CAREFULLY.

85

I DIDN'T NEED T0 DO MUCH THINKING. | KNEW ALL
ABOUT THE WAR.,

YOU KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE GOING TO SAY?




| WROTE FOUR PAGES ON THE | WAS VERY PROUD OF MYSELF,
HISTORICAL CONTEXT ENTITLED
“THE ARAB CONQUEST AND
OUR WAR

THAT’ TTY
. THIS WAR 15 el L LA
THE SAME AS THE DISSE, COME TO

ONE 1400 YEARS

BUT THE TEACHER DIDN'T SEEM
TOO IMPRESSED.

wPARDISSE'S REPORT WAS BY FAR THE BEST. IT WAS A LETTER TO
HER FATHER IN WHICH SHE PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF HER MOTHER
AND LITTLE BROTHER..

AT RECESS, | TRIED TO CONSOLE HER...

VOUR FATHER. ACTED LIKE C
A GENUINE HERO, YOU
\

SHOULD BE PROUD OF HIM

AND IN JAIL RATHER

| WISH HE WERE ALIVE
THAN DEAD AND A HERO.

THOSE WERE HER EXACT
WORDS T0 ME,

8¢



YES, IT WAS WAR ALL RIGHT.
RIGHT AWAY, THE
SUPER MARKETS WERE EMPTY,

"M NOT SURE
IT’S EVEN WORTH
GETTING A CART .

COME ON, 5TOP IT! )

MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS! )

QNHAT's HER PROBLEM?

(FoRGET aBOUT IT, MOM!

IF STORES
WERE
CLOSED FOR
A SINGLE
DAY, YOU'D
PROBABLY
EAT EACH
OTHER! AND
YOU CALL
YOURSELVES
CIVILIZED
PEOPLE! IF
EVERYONE
TOOK ONLY
WHAT THEY
NEEDED
THERE
WOUWLD

BE ENOUGH
TO GO
AROUND!

]

AND IN THE PARKING LOT...

33

ﬁ—-_“
HMWM, WELL

GO0 TO THE
STORE ACROSS
THE STREET
ARD TRY T0O
GET MIRE. YOU

—
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THERE WASN'T MUCH AT THE
GAS STATIONS EITHER.

00 YOU HAVE anY
JERRY CaNS?
(&
0 y

\ @\

WHY DO YOU THINK? TO MAKE
STRAWBERRY sopa!!

EVERY MORNING | HAVE

TO DRIVE 40 MILES SO THAT
YOU CAN HAVE A PEACEFUL
LIFE. HOW AM | GOING TO DO
THAT WITH NO CAR ? HUH?
THAT’S WHY | NEED CANS,
FOR GASOLINE' CAN YOU
UNDERSTAND THAT? THE
CAR RUNS ON gas™!

LOOK, | &M SO SORRY,
DARLING. I'VE BEEN RUN-
NING AROUND THE WHOLE

DAY. I'VE GOT A SPUTTING . .
HF,ADA;:H& YOU KNOW (6 B/Em U LN\
WHAT ? 114 05T GONG (TN
TO FILL UP THE TANKS "3 >
AND THEN WELL TRY -
TO FIND A RESTAURANT. r b 28 D’

., -

>

72 [

) N g/ ] TN ;
.y ~o‘0 =)

IT TOOK US UNTIL TWO IN THE MORNING. WE CBVIOUSLY DIDN'T GO TO
ANY RESTAURANT,

OF COURSE THEVY'RE NOT SAYING
ANYTHING. IT'S A HUGE MESS!
IRAQ BOMBED THE REFINERY

AT ABADAN!

OH NO. OH
GOD NO.
Vo
/// \ s o
2 ~ \

m

WE DON'T FILL CANS.
OTHERWISE THERE WON'
BE ENOUGH FOR EVERVYONE.

ALRIGHT. T0O BAD,
BUT DO YOU KNOW
WHAT'S GOING ON7?
THE PRESS ISN'T

SAYING ANYTHING.

MALI WAS MY MOTHER 'S CHILDHOOD
FRIEND. SHE LIVED IN ABADAN
WITH HER KUSBAND AND TWO KIDS,

88



W
w
=
N
v
b3
<}
<
«

4
]
F4
S
-
w
-
Q
o
w
Q
T
-
S
g
-3
y
o
3
s
D
>
oo
[
w
o
%M
ol
«AnF
W
<
2
Z
3
o
b
o
w
o
ol
3
V.
4
w
>
w
g
q
O
<
-
w
<

THOSE AREAS HAD TO FLEE NORTHWARD, FAR FROM TH




WHO COLD
THAT BE AT | HAVE NO IDEA!

EVERYTHING'S DESTROVYED,

C'MON BOYS, I'LL FIX YCU

SCME HOT CHOCCLATE .
HEY, ITLL BE OK,

CALM DOWN,..

LOOK AT THIS!
THAT'S aLL |
COULD SavE

FIRST WE WENT TO MY MOTHER'S HOUSE, WE KEPT
RINGING THE DOORBELL, BUT SHE'S DEAF. I'M SORRY.

THEY DID HAVE A REALLY NICE
HOUSE . WE SPENT OUR VACATION
THERE A FEW YEARS EARLIER
NO, YOU DID THE

THAT HOUSE COST A THE MARBLE ALONE COST
RIGHT THING COMING MILLICN, A MILLION UP ME 100,000.
IN SMOKE' CAN YOU -
IMAGINE THAT ?

7
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0K, HERE YOU GO. YOUR BED IS READY. OUR HOUSE IS YOUR
HOUSE. THE KIDS CAN SLEEP IN MARTI'S RCOM.

0H, THANK YOU TAJI!
YES, THANKS,

Q‘

i

AT MY HOUSE, WE DO YOU LIKE STAR WARS?

NO, M ALL GROWN HAD ALL THE STAR
up'. | HAVE 800KS, wggs STUFF.

Al IF YOU WANT, | CAN
| HAD A
DARTH
€

READ YOU A STORY,
VADCR.

| LIKE PRINCESS
LEIA

21



MALI AND HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH US, THAT’S HOW LONG IT TOOK TO SELL THE TEWELRY AND
START OVER AGAIN. MALI'S MOTHER WAS BITTER AND HARD TO DEAL WITH (AND DEAF). BUT THEY WERE
HAPPY AT OUR PLACE. THEN, ONE DAY, WE WENT TO THE SUPER MARKET.

2

uey, THey Y ok, wes Just

stily Have | |ForaeT asour

KIDNEY THE FLATULENCE

BEANS. WE FLATULENCE ?
CAN MAKE

CHILI
TONIGHT. J

HAHAHAHA!

" AL ‘ SINCE THE REFUGEES HAVE Des-| [ YourRe
CENDED ON TEHRAN, YOU CAN'T | |RIGHT THERE,
AHA : HA HA HA! GET ANYTHING TO EAT ANYMORE.
r. /

22



VERYTHING. o THAT THEIR WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTING WITH ALL THOSE SLUTS OUT

%Msewes. NODIGNTY AT a! | -_rrue&e,T\éue;%; GONG TO Have
0 WATCH HV .

[;uev Take  LJMY NEGHBOR EVEN SAD sue HEARD | | [s008, 1T won'T JusT 8E rooo]
€

IT'S TERRIBLE, WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING'!

ANYWAY, 45 EVERYONE
KNOWS : “SOUTHERN
WOMEN ARE ALL WHORES.”

| FELT S0 ASHAMED FOR
MYSELF...

T0 HAVE THE
IRAQIS ATTACK,
AND TO LOSE
IN AN INSTANT,
EVERYTHING
YOU HAD BUILT
OVER A
LIFETIME,
THAT'S

ONE THING...
BUT TO BE
SPAT UPON
8Y YOUR OWN
KIND, IT IS
INTOLER ABLE !

93



L THEKEY

THE IRAG! ARMY HAD CONQUERED THE CITY OF KHORRAMSHAHR. THEIR ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE
IRAQ HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY. COMPARED TO IRAQ, IRAN HAD A HUGE RESERNOIR OF POTENTIAL
SOLDIER S, THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFERENCE.,

CAN YOU HELP HOW CAN | NOT SEE ? THEY'RE g o]
- A TO SHITE TRADI-
e sTvLe ] Sones s ey cam 7o o || | |accomon o srre reao
WITH NUPTIAL CHAMBERS. THAT WAY, THE DEAD MAN

IT WAS 0BVIOUS THAT MOM, DON'T ALL THESE DEAD m

MANY OF THE FIGHTERS g B V°‘3 OUR COUNTRY HAS |

DIED VIRGINS. ALWAYS KNOWN
WAR AND
MARTYRS, S0, LIKE
MY FATHER SalD:
“WHEN 4 BIG WAVE

THAT'S VERY PERSIAN. THE |
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGNATION

94



| AGREED WITH MY MOTHER . | T0O TRIED TO THINK ONLY OF LIFE. HOWEVER  IT WASN'T ALWAYS EASY:
AT SCHOOL, THEY LINED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURN THE WAR DEAD. THéV PUT ON FUNERAL MARCHES,

AND WE HAD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.

95



| REMEMBER MY INITIATION. IT WAS THE FIRST
DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION,

WAR HAS TAKEN THE FLOWER

WELCOME, GIRLS OF IRAN, THE 7 3
OF OUR NATION’S YOUTH! T v

THEN THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SING.

BABABABABAS
9 HEY TROOPS OF...

BE J READY, O
BE READY

IT WASN'T AS BAD AS ONE MIGHT THINK, WED
SEEN IT BEFORE,

HITTING YOURSELF IS ONE OF
THE COUNTRY'S RITUALS. DURING

SOMETIMES EVEN WITH CHAINS. IT COULD GO VERY FAR.

CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES,
SOME PECPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BRUTALLY.

26

SOMETIMES IT WAS CONSIDERED
A MACHO THING.




AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, NO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
SERIOUSLY ANYMORE. AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUN OF THEM.

THE MARTYRS!

SATRAP!! WHAT ARE YOU
DOING ON THE GROUND?

I'M SUFFERING,
CAN'T YOU SEE?

EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
LAVUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS...

STOP THAT! OR I'LL CALL
THE PRINCIPALY

WOR WHEN WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSROOM
FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

WHAT ARE
THESE
GARLANDS ?

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS AS
YOUR DECORATIONS! YOU'RE
WORTHLESS ! YOU HEAR
ME?! WORTHLESS ..,

WHO SAID THAT? WHO WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAND UP? IF
NOT, YOU'LL ALL BE PUNISHED!
weu,? WHO WAS IT ?7211?

9%




| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE S0 REBELLIOVUS WAS THAT OUR GENERATION HAD KNOWN SECULAR
SCHOOLS. 0BVIOUSLY, THEY CALLED QUR PARENTS IN.

‘ YOUR CHILDREN HAVE NO
RESPECT FOR ANYTHING.

NO SELF-CONTROL! THE

BASIS OF EDUCATION COMES

FROM THE FAMILY'

STOP RIGHT THERE. YOU'RE
SAYING THAT WE DON'T
KNOW HOW TO EDUCATE
OUR CHILDREN?

USTEN, WE'RE AT WAR, 4 LOT
OF CHILDREN DON'T EVEN HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS, YOURS
HAVE A RARE OPPORTUNITY.
S0 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE
THEY'RE WELL-BEHAVED!

WELL-BEHAVED ? S0 THEY CaN
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE A DAY??

S0 THEY CaN BE
COVERED FROM
HEAD TO TOE?

THEY CaN BE
FORBIDDEN
T0 PLAY
LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE 77

ANYWAY, THAT'S HOW
IT IS! EITHER THEY CBEY
THE LAW, 0R THEY'RE
EXPELLED"

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY...

28

IF HAIR 15 AS
STIMULATING
AS YOU S4Y,

THEN YOU NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR
MUSTACHE !

MY FATHER ACTUALLY SAID THAT,




GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
80YS HAD TO PREPARE TO

BECOME SOLDIERS.

HI MRS. NASRINE.
YOU DON'T LOOK

WELL.

MRS, NASRINE WAS QUR MAID,

C vou see THIS?
IT'S A
PLASTIC
KEY
PAINTED

| ] s0, TELL ME,

WHAT'S WRONG?

THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SON
AT SCHOOL. THEY TOLD THE
BOYS THAT IF THEY WENT
TO WAR AND WERE LUCKY
ENOUGH TO DIE, THIS KEY WOULD
GET THEM INTO HEAVEN,

NO, MY CHILD.
I'M NOT OK.

i IT’S 0K, CRY, LET
YOURSELF GO.

I'VE SUFFERED S0 MUCH. | RAISED MY FIVE KIDS
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WANT
TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLDEST SONM...

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFUL
TO THE RELIGION. IF IT’S COME
TO THIS... WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE

929

IN ANYTHING ANYMORE ...




THEY TOLD HIM THAT IN PARA-
DISE THERE WILL BE PLENTY
OF FOOD, WOMEN AND HOUSES
MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS.

WOMEN?

YEAH, WELL, HE'S
FOURTEEN YEARS
OLD. THAT'S

EXCITING.

BRING HIM
HERE, I'lL
TALK TO HIM,

ON THE WAY, | THOUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEYMAN,
HE WAS ALSO FOURTEEN.

WHEN | GOT BACK FROM SCHOOL...

MADE-UP STORIES! WHAT

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE JUST
HELL? WHAT PARADISE?

LISTEN NSTEAD (F

THINK ABOUT WHEN YOU'RE

GROWN UP. YOU WILL GO TO
COULEGE, YOU'U, BECOME SOMEBIDY.

L I'LL MARRY HER! j

—

I'M GOING TO
MY ROOM.

HEY! PEYMAN?.. . WHAT?,.,
NEXT WEEK YOU'RE
HAVING A PARTY7..1LL
ASK MY MOM,

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
THEY GIVE YOU THE KEYS
TO PARADISE?
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SHAHAB WAS ANOTHER COUSIN.
HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WaR
STARTED JUST AS HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT
HIM TO THE FRONT RIGHT away.

000H! SHAHAB!

DING

DONG N

MOM, PEYMAN INVITED ME
TO A PARTY. CAN | GO ?

IT’S AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KIDS ARRINVING.

RECRUITING CHILDREN FOR

| WAS JUST TALKING TO
MY MAID. SHE SAID THEY'RE
THE FRONT. REALLY!'?

' | THEY HYPNOTIZE THEM AND JUST T05S
THEY COME FROM THE POOR AREAS, YOU IT'S NUTS,
CAN TELL..FIRST THEY CONVINCE THEM THEM INTO BATTLE. ABSOLUTE CARNAGE.
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEN BETTER

THAN DISNEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM
IN A TRANCE WITH ALL THEIR SONGS...
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THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUNG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
EXPLODED ON THE MINEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR NECKS,

1 \‘

MRS, NASRINE’'S SON MANAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS NEIGHBORHOOD DIDN'T.

MEANWHILE, | GOT TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY, NOT ONLY DID MY MOM LET ME GO, SHE ALS0
KNITTED Mé A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AND MADE ME A NECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND NAILS. PUNK
ROCK WAS IN.

1 WAS LOCKING SHARP,

102









IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS, THE INTERIORS OF HOMES ALSO

CHANGED. BUT IT WASN'T ONLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAQI PLANES. B T T
REGIME. & GUMPSE OF WHAT GOES
MOM, WHAT/RE YOU DOING? ) mef« OUR ngse WOULD BE emw)éﬂ

FOR THEM TO DENOUNCE US!

XV ——
Y

THE MASKING TAPE IS TO PROTECT
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING A ﬁ.
r

BOMBING AND THE BLACK CURTAINS ARE
TO PROTECT US FROM QUR NEIGHBORS.

| e |

AN

[THE 0THER NIGHT, TWO GUARDIANS

YOU KNOW , OF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PAID THEM SOMEONE TOLD US
TINOOSH'S - A VISIT, YOU WERE PLANNING

A PARTY. YOU KNOW
THAT IT’S STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN!

«THEY FOUND RECORDS AND VIDED- /T EARNED HIM SEVENTY-
CASSETTES AT THEIR PLACE, A DECK FIVE LASHES. r“": WIFE CRIED SO MUCH w
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET, IN OTHER THAT THEY FINALLY LET

HER OFF WITH A HEFTY
—_— FINE . BUT HE CAN'T WALK
ANYMORE.. NOW YOU SEE
§ WHY I’M PUT TING UP

THE CURTAINS. WITH
THE PARTIES WE HAVE
ON THURSDAYS AND THE
CARD GAMES ON MONDAYS,
WE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL.

i
5\

A\Tl\\\.

WORDS, EVERYTHING THAT'S BANNED.

GET YOUR ASS
IN THE CAR. MOVE!

~
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IN SPITE OF ALL THE DANGERS, THE PARTIE$ WENT ON. "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDN'T BE
PsYCHOLOGICALLV BEARABLE,” SOME SAID. "WITHOUT PARTIES, WE MIGHT AS WELL TOST BURY OURSELVES
NOW," ADDED THE OTHERS., M\/ UNCLE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIN,

6V€KVON6 WAS THERE. EVEN GRANDMA WAS DANCING.

DAMN
POWER OUTAGE'!

BE CAREFUL
WRERE Yov
STep!!

DON’T WORRY ABOUT IT!
I'LL GO GET THE ZARB.

A ZORB 1S A KIND OF DRUM. MY FATHER
PLAYED IT VERY WELL. LIKE A PRO.

WE HAD EVERYTHING. WELL,

EVERVYTHING THAT WAS FORBIDDEN,

EVEN ALLOHOL, GALLONS OF IT.

MY UNCLE WAS THE VINTNER.
HE HAD BUILT A GENUINE WINE-
MAKING LAB IN HIS BASEMENT,

MRS, NASRINE, WHO WAS ALSO
HIS CLEANING LADY, CRUSHED

THE GRAPES.

ﬂg

GO

FORGIVE ME!
GOD

FORGIVE ME!
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SUDDENLY, SIRENS STARTED TO WalL... w ARD MY AUNT DID TOO.

IT'S ALRIGHT, STAY CALM!

| FOUND MYSELF WITH THE NEWBORN BaBY WE
HAD BEEN CELEBRATING IN MY ARMS,

SINCE THAT DAY, I'VE HAD DOUBTS ABCUT THE
SO-CALLED "MATERNAL INSTINCT ¥

10%



emmea| I/
> g > g

(7

S COMPLET
HOW SHE P
T WAS PR
&
'/ l\l
\ &,

ID, REGISTRATION AND
DRIVER'S LICENSE .

a2

¥ | WON'T TaKE
YOU THINK I'™M sTuPID ?!!! THAT FROM YOU.

| CAN TELL BY YOUR TIE' PIECE FOR TWENTY

0F WESTERNIZED TRASH! YEARS I'VE
WORKED FOR THIS
COUNTRY anND

BEEN DRINKING, HAVE WE!! 7!

YOU DARE TO TALK
TO ME LIKE THAT?
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FORGIVE HIM. LISTEN, | COULD YOU'RE LUCKY TO HAVE THIS ,
BE YOUR MOTHER . HOW OLD WOMAN FOR YOUR WIFE, OTHER- el e di
ARE YOU? SIXTEEN?,.. WISE YOU'D ALREADY BE IN HELL! :
MY DAUGHTER IS TWELVE...

FORGIVE HIM...

SEE WHAT YOU HAVE AT HOME,

GRANDMA! MARTI! WHEN WE'RE THEY FOLLOWED US ALL THE WAY HOME .

HOME, GET OUT FIRST, FLL TRY TO
STALL HIM, FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL
DOWN THE TOILET,

DON'T WIORRY
DEAR. I'M USED

TO IT. WHEN YOUR
FATHER WAS ALIVE,
I WAS ALwWaYsS
HIDING HIS TRACTS.

MUST YOU REALLY WHERE DO

YOU TWO

COME UPSTAIRS?
QUR. ELDERY NEIGHBOR THINK YOU'RE

HAS A HEART CONDITION.
IF HE'S FRIGHTENED

BY THE NOISE, IT COULD
KILL HIM

GOING 7
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| HAVE DIABETES, MY BOY.
IF | DON'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUP,
I'M GOING TO FAINT.

DIABETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER !

S0 YOU UNDERSTAND
IT’S URGENT!

HURRY LUP! | DON'T KNOW
HOW MUCH LONGER YOUR
FATHER CAN STALL THEM!

(anp THe FinaL TOUCH. )

cuck!

‘ HERE THeY COME‘.’

WHERE INDEED! THEIR FAITH
HAS NOTHING TO PO WITH
IDEOLOGY! & FEW BILLS
WERE AlLL HE NEEDED
TO FORGET THE

HEY, YOU DIDN'T
THROW IT ALL OUT?

110

MY GOD'...| NEED
A PICK-ME-UP,..




=~ THE CIGARETTE

WE WERE USED TO IT. | WAS GROWING UP AND
| EVEN HAD FRIENDS OLDER THAN ME .

THE WAR HAD BEEN GOING ON FOR TWO YEARS,

IT'S PERFECTLY QLEAR . EVERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT
WE'VE DESTROYED TEN PLARES AND FIVE TANKS, IF YOU

YESTERDAY ON THE NEWS THEY SAID WE
DESTROVYED 1% IRAQ! PLANES. RIGHT AFTER

ON THE BBC, | HEARD THAT IN FACT THE IRAQIS
HAD SHOT DOWN TWO OF QURS.

START FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR, THAT MAKE
THOUSAND PLANES AND THREE THOUSAND TANKS DESTROVYED.
EVEN THE AMERICANS DON'T HAVE AN AR MY THIS 81G.

FGET IT. I’'M
GOING TO TELL MY

NO, WE'VE GOT PHYSICAL EDUCA-

HEY, THERE'S THE BELL, TION BUT WE'RE ROT GOING.
DON'T YOU HAVE CLASS?

WE'RE GOING FOR BURGERS.

BURGERS? )

THEY ALSO
HAVE HOT DOGS,

ALL YOU NEEDED WAS SOME MONEY

WE'LL CLIMB THE WaLL.

TO DO IT.

DON'T LOOK AT ME LIKE THAT. HA HA Ha!

| WASN'T CHICKEN, S0 |
AH! AT )
\A/SEN(Jg. KANSAS ON TORDAN FOLLOWED THEM .
HA HA HA Ha!

IF | WANTED TO BE FRIENDS ;
WITH 14-YEAR-0LDS, | HAD DEMONSTRATION IN “39. THIS

| HAD ALREADY BROKEN THE
RULES ONCE BY GOING TO THE

WAS THE SECOND TIME,
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JORDAN AVENUE WAS WHERE THE
TEENAGERS FROM NORTH TEHRAN
(THE NICE NEIGHBOR HOODS) HUNG
OUT. KANSAS WAS ITS TEMPLE .

IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD SURVIVED THE REGIME'S REPRESSION,
EITHER T WAS TO LEAVE US A LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT WAS ouT
OF IGNORANCE. PERSONALLY, THE LATTER THEORY $OOND£D MORE LIKELY:
THEY PROBABLY HADN'T m& SLIGHTEST IDEA WHAT “KANSAS” WAS.

% 4 U n
DID YOU SEE HIS HAIR? g
JUST LIKE ROD STEWART ) > ¥~ y
ot /
-
YEAH, IF HE ae-rs
221% : ;ugg. lE;Lm' =

72 ¢

~IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING, KIDS WERE TRYING TO LOCK HIP, EVEN UNDER RISK OF ARREST,

MY FRIENDS WEREN'T ACTUALLY THAT INTERESTED IN THE HAMBURGERS...

FOLLOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN. | WAS

&

o
Y

TO0 YOUNG TO INTEREST THEM,

T

WE LET THE BOYS KNOW THAT THEY COULD FOLLOW US BY A FEW SIGNS.

«THE SIRENS WENT OFF.

|

WHAT THE HELL
ARE YOU DOING 77

Ha! You
CHICKEN!

-

£

- C—
Q@"‘J‘S

b

WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT IF WE
WERE IN THE STREET DURING A
BOMBING, WE SHOULD LIE POWN IN
THE GUTTER FOR SAFETY.
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THE WONDERFUL DAY WAS
SPOILED BY MY MOM,

S0 HOW WasS
SCHOOL?

—

L

YOU DARE TO
TO MY FACE?

IE STRAIGHT

S0 MAYBE IT'S
ME WHO CUT
CLASS?

YOU TELL ME THE TRUTH

RIGHT NOW OR ELSE YOU'LL
BE PUNISHED TWICE!

MY MOTHER USED THE SAME
TACTICS AS THE TORTURERS.

BUT ALL | HAD WaAS
RELIGION CLASS!

I DON'T GIVE
A DAMN! YOU
DON'T CUT QLasS!

AND YOU JUST LIED AGAIN' THE
SCHOOL CALLED AND SAID YOU HAD
GRAMMAR, THIS AFTERNOON

| HAD SAID RELIGION TO TRY TO
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGRY,
BUT IT HADN'T WORKED.

—
THIS TIME | COVERED |
FOR YOU, BUT IT'S THE
LAST TIME! NOW 1S THE
TIME FOR LEARNING .
YOU HAVE YOUR WHOLE
LIFE TO HAVE FUN' WHAT
ARE YOU GOING TO 8E
WHEN YOU GROW UP??
IN THIS COUNTRY YOU
HAVE TO KNOW EVERY-
THING BETTER THAN
ANYONE ELSE IF YOU'RE
GOING TO SURVIVE !

DIDN'T YOU MEET DaD WH
YOU WERE FOURTEEN?

)

YOU'RE NOT

113

DICTATOR !

YOU ARE THE
GUARDIAN OF
THE REVOLUTION
OF THIS HOUSE !




DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE BASEMENT, MA'aM?

SOMEWHAT LATER...
(TO us?

EVEN IF IT'S TRUE, WHAT MAY | GO TO THE
THE IRANIAN ARMY HAS
RETAKEN KHORRAMSHAHR...
«.FOR THE FOURTH
TIME THIS MONTH.

YES, MISS SATRAPI,

THE BASEMENT WaAS MY
HIDEAWAY.

AS IT TURNED QUT, THEY IN FACT, IRAQ PROPOSED

DID RETAKE KHORKANBHAHK. A SETTLEMENT, AND S4UDI

WE ALL THOUGHT THAT THE ARABIA WAS WILLING TO

WAR WOULD FINALLY END . PAY FOR RECONSTRUCTION,
TO RESTORE PEACE TO THE
AREA.

G

THEY DECLARED:

BUT CUR GOVERNMENT wWasS
AGAINST IT.

WE REFUSE THIS
iIMPOSED PEACE!
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WE SHALL CONQUER KARBALA'! ]

THE ONE THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS GORY IMAGERY WAS: “TO DIE A MARTYR
IS TO INJECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.”
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{1 LL L
\E NATURALLY, THE REGIME IN THE NAME OF THAT WAR, THEY
BECAME MORE REPRESSIVE. EXTERMINATED THE ENEMY WITHIN,

THOSE WHO OPPOSED THE REGIME WERE
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRESTED...

IT WAS AWFUL. 8UT
WITH THIS FIRST

AS FOR ME, | SEALED

MY ACT OF REBELLION KOFFF | KOFFF | THIS WAS NOT THE
AGAINST MY MOTHER'S 5 MOMENT TO GIVE IN, CIGARETTE, | KISSED
DICTATORSHIP BY KOFFF I CHILDHOOD GOODBYE .

SMOKING THE
CIGARETTE I'D STOLEN
FROM MY UNCLE TWO

WEEKS EARLIER .
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TULY 4982. WE WERE AT MY AUNT'S PLACE, THE
INTERNAL WAR HAD BECOME A BIGGER 1SSVE THAN
THE WAR AGAINST IRAQ . ANYCNE SHOWING THE
SLIGHTEST RESISTANCE TO THE REGIME WAS PERSECUTED.

THERE MUST BE A LOT OF
PEOPLE IN THE OPPOSITION
IN QUR NEIGHBORHO0D . WE
HEAR GUNSHOTS EVERY DAY,

TAHER, STOP
SMOKING

IS MUCH WORSE FOR ME

THE STRESS | GET FROM
EVERY GUNSHOT | HEAR
THAN THE CIGARETTES.

SINCE HE HAD SENT HIS OLDEST SON TO HOLLAND,
UNCLE TAHER HAD HAD TWO HEART ATTACKS. HE
WAS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN TO SMOKE.

THE BUTCHER TOLD ME HE'S

SEEN KIDS EXECUTED IN THE

STREET WITHOUT EVEN HAVING
EEN JUDGED. THE SHAME OF IT.

WHEN | THINK
ABOUT IT, I'M
GLAD THAT

MY SON IS SAFELY
ABROAD. BUT WITH
THE BORDERS
CLOSED, HOW AM

| EVER GOING TO
SEE HIM AGAINT

THE BORDERS WERE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS
BETWEEN 1980 AND 493%.

HOW MANY TIMES DID | SAY TO MY WIFE, “COME
ON, LET'S JOIN HIM."” SHE DIDN'T WANT TO. SHE
INVOKED HER COUNTRY, HER FAMILY, ETC, ETC.

rAvaav, ‘M)
ALREADY §9. BUT
THOSE POOR 20-

YEAR -0LDS \WHO

GET SLAUGHTERED.
THEY KILL ME...
THEY KILL ME!

MY UNCLE TAHER WAS S0 SAD THAT IT HURT TO
LOOK AT HIM. NO ONE DARED SAY A WORD.
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SOME DAYS LATER .

WHAT ARE YOU THIRKING?

ABCUT TAHER., HIS SON
LEAVING HAS DONE HIM IN,
I'VE NEVER SEEN HIM LIKE THAT.

YOU'D BE BETTER OFF
WITHOUT NAIL POLISH.
YOU COULD GET ARRESTED.

I'tL POT MY
HANDS IN
MY POCKETS.

| AM SO LUCKY TO BE
MARRIED TC A MAN
LIKE YOU. YOU'RE

SO SENSITIVE. THE
KINDEST MAN ON EARTH,

CAN YOU IMAGINE ? A THIRTEEN,
FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD CHILD, ALONE
IN & COUNTRY WHERE HE DOESN'T
EVEN SPEAK THE LANGUAGE ?

GET REAL. UP TO A CERTAIN
AGE, YOU NEED YOUR PARENTS,
THEN LATER, THEY NEED YOU.

PRETTY STUBBORN GIRL, HUM?

WHERE DO YOU SUPPOSE
SHE GETS THAT?

p€c

(.
N

IT ALWAYS RINGS AT
THE WRONG TIME !

119

SOMETIMES IT SCARES ME
HOW BLUNT SHE IS.

ITLL HELP HER
LATER ON. YOU'LL SEE.




UNCLE TAHER HAD JUST
SUFFERED HIS THIRD HEART
ATTACK. WE WERE OFF TO
THE HOSPITAL.

mn=e"
Hill=
THUE

RED CRESCENT TRUCKS WERE PULLED UP IN FRONT OF THE HOSPITAL,
CALLING FOR PEOPLE TO GIVE BLOOD FOR THE WAR WOUNDED, THERE
WERE S0 MANY OF THEM,

GWE 8L00D
GIVE BLOOD!!

TALISCH!...THAT'S
3‘-«2 THIRD FLOOR,
AT THE END OF
THE HALL TO THE
RIGHT.

I FELT BOTH ANGRY AND EMBARRASSED...

E
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THEY THREW A GRENADE...THEY WANTED TO ARREST SOME
COMMUNISTS WHO WERE HIDING NEAR QUR PLACE, AND THEY
THREW A GRENADE... TAHER COULDN'T DEAL WITH IT... WHEN |
CAME INTO THE LIVING ROOM, HE WAS LYING ON THE FLOOR...

HE NEEDS OPEN HEART
SURGERY, BUT THEY'RE NOT
EQUIPPED HERE, THEY TOLD
ME THAT HE HAS TO BE SENT
TO ENGLAND,

| OGO

TO DO THAT, HE NEEDS

A PERMIT, THEY GAVE ME
THE NAME OF THE HOSPITAL
DIRECTOR. IF HE AGREES,
TAHER WILL GET A
PASSPORT S0 HE CaN GO.

SINCE THE BORDERS WERE
CLOSED, ONLY VERY SICK PEOPLE
(IF THEY GOT A PERMIT FROM
THE HEALTH MINISTRY) WERE
ALLOWED TO LEAVE,

T/ ON THE 47 FLOOR, NUMBER 40%.)

OALY MY AUNT WAS ALLOWED IN SHE
RAD A BliG SURPRISE, THE DIRECTOR
WAS HER FORMER WINDOW WASHER,
GHE ACTED AS IF SHE DIDN'T RECOGNIZE
HIM TO AVOID OFFENDING HIM,

MY HUSBAND HAD HIS THIRD
HEART ATTACK. HE NEEDS MEDI-
CAL CARE OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY.

IF GOD WILLS IT,
HE'LL GET BETTER
EVERVYTHING
DEPENDS CON GOD.

WE’LL DO OUR BEST.

| NEED YOUR
AUTHORIZATION
SO HE CAN GET
A PASSPORT !

121

AL THAT CREEPY WINDOW
WASHER HAD TO0 DO TO BECOME
DIRECTOR OF THE HOSPITAL WAS
TO GROW A BEARD AND PUT ON A
SUIT! THE FATE OF MY HUSBAND
DEPENDS ON A WINDOW WASHER!
NOW HE'S SO RELIGIOUS THAT HE
WON'T LOOK A WOMAN IN THE
EYE , THE PATHETIC FOOL ! )




AFTER THE DIRECTOR, WE WENT TO0 SEE THE
CHIEF OF STAFF, DR, FATHI. LOOK IN THIS RCOM. THEY'RE ALL VICTIMS
4 OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS!

MA'AM, WE WILL PO WHAT WE CAaN, WE ARE
TERRIBLY STRAPPED AT THE MOMENT,

WHY ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS?! | COULDN'T

ARE LESS. | WANT MY HUSBAND TO GET WELL! CALM DOWN, DEAR .

EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL
RIGHT. DON'T WORRY ,
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TANCE OF MY FATHER'S, KHOSRO. PUBLISHING COMPANY, I'VE. BEEN BROTHER STARTED GOING TO
HIS BROTHER AND MY UNCLE ANOOSH PRINTING FAKE PASSOORTS. BlG COUNTER -REVOLUTIONARY
WERE IN PRISON TCGETHER DURING SELLERS. YOU WANT ONE? DEMONSTRATIONS. HE TOLD ME THAT

THE CHIEF OF THE NEW EXECUTIONERS
WAS HIS TORTURER IN THE SHAH'S
PRIGON. HE SAW IT WITH HIS OWN
EYES. HE SAID “KHOSRO, | CAN'T
TAKE ANY MORE.” | MADE HIM A
FAKE PASSPORT AND HE SOUGHT
POLITICAL ASYLUM IN SWEDEN,

THE REIGN OF THE SHAH .

EBI, THE BROTHER OF
ANOOSH 7 COME IN! COME IN!

LOOK, EBI, A WHOLE MONTH'S YOU CAN COME IN.
WORK, JUST FOR THE STAMP, THEY'RE FRIENDS .

HOW MUCH TIME
WILL IT TAKE TO
MAKE A PASSPORT ?

x5 3 — ; 3
o ’ ) . %)

J
AT L)

Ld
'..

ill

3

A WEEK,

PR . i

THEY'VE BEEN SEARCHING
THE HOUSES OF EVERYONE
IN HER FAMILY. THIS IS THE
ONLY PLACE SHE’S SAFE .

THIS 1S NILOUFAR , HER BROTHER GHE'S EIGHTEEN, THE SAME AGE
WAS MY MESSENGER BOY., THEY A5 MY DAUGHTER, MANDANA .
ARE LOOKING ALL OVER FOR HER
BECAUSE SHE'S A COMMUNIST, |
LET HER STAY IN MY BASEMENT,

KHOSRO'S DAUGHTER HAD LEFT
WITH HER MOTHER RIGHT
AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
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T

HE’S COME TO, HE WANTS
TO SEE YOU.

AFTER NEGOTIATING A PRICE, THE
EQUIVALENT OF ABOUT 4200, KHOSRO
AGREED TO MAKE A PASSPORT IN
FIVE DAYS, WE WENT BACK TO THE
HOSPITAL FEELING A LITTLE BETTER.

| SAW KHOSRO. HE CaN
MAKE A PASSPORT FOR
TAHER BY WEDNESDAY.

: [ DON'T UPSET YOUR-
z SEE, IT'S NOT SELF, TALK ABOUT
o THE CIGARETTES SOMETHING ELSE

THAT DID IT!
T WAS THAT
DAMN GRENADE...

| HAVE ONLY ONE WISH, AND THAT'S TO
SEE MY SON AGAIN, ONE LAST TIME,

N\
rwo« AT HOW LITTLE
MARIJI 1S GROWING
UP, ONE DAY SHE'LL
LEAVE AND YOU'LL
SEE HOW HARD IT 1S
TO LOSE YOUR KIDS,
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TWO DAYS LATER, NILOUFAR,
THE EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD
COMMUNIST, WAS SPOTTED.

ARRESTED...

AND EXECUTED.

KHOSRO FOUND HIS HOUSE
RANSACKED...

FLED ACRCSS THE MOUNTAINS
TO TURKEY...

AND SOUGHT ASYLUM WITH
HIS BROTHER IN SWEDEN.

SAME DAY...

...HE NEVER GOT TO SEE HIS SON.,.
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7,

A YEAR AFTER MY UNCLE DIED, THE BORDERS WERE REOPENED.
MY PARENTS RAN TO GET PASSPORTS.

MY GOD, JUST LOOK
AT ME IN THIS

PICTURE, WITH THE
SCARF ON MY HEAD.

LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: “IT IS

STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL
IN OCCUPIED PALESTINE WITH THIS
POCUMENT ¥

SHE SURE DIDN'T LOOK VERY
HAPPY. IN FACT, SHE WAS
UNRECOGNIZABLE .

AS SOON AS | GET MY
PASSPORT, WE'LL GO
ON 4 BlG TRIP!

[\WE WANT T0 SPEND SOME
TIME TOGETHER, JUST THE
TWO OF US, FOR A FEW DAVS.

i

(wew, actoawy..)

'

BAK.. TURKEY'S FOR
THE BIRDS. ONLY
UNCOOL PEQPLE GO
TO TURKEY. IF
YOU'RE TAKING A
TRIP, WHY NOT GO
TO EUROPE OR THE
UNITED STATES?...

IF YOU WANT US TO BRING YOU

A DENIM JACKET, CHOCOLATE, A
BACK SOME PRESENTS, JUST ASK,

POSTER, NO, T\WO POSTERS. ONE OF
KIM WILDE AND ONE OF IRON MAIDEN.

WHAT CAN YOU BRING ME BACK
FROM TURKEY 7 SHISH-KEBABS 7

FOUR BRUTES?

IRON MADEN? mcﬂ

LISTEN MARJ), WHERE
0O YOU THIRK ALL THE
HP STUFF YOU UKE

DURING THE WAR, THERE WERE
NO IMPORTS FROM THE WEST.
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THEY'RE NOT BRUTES.
| REALLY LIKE WHAT THEY DO.

YOU LIKE THAT ?

4




FIRST THING AFTER THEY GOT TO ISTANBUL, THEY WENT TO BUY THE POSTERS.

-

-

-
-
-

ABSOLUTELY!
IT’S S0 HARD
FOR KIDS IN

IRAN,. THE POCOR
THINGS.

TRUTH, YOU
REALLY UIKE
IRON MAIDEN 7

ABSOLUTELY!

Yo
HYPOCRITE!

| WONDER HOW
WE'RE GOING
TO GET THEM
PAST
CUSTOMS!

MYSELF. THEY'RE

AS SO0N AS THEY WERE IN THE
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINDING A WAY.

WE COULD FOLD THEM AND HIDE THEM
IN THE LINING OF THE SUITCASE!

FOLD THEM? THAT WILL LEAVE
MARKS, SHE'LL BE DISAPPONTED,

L J
ot

-
-..“‘0
....“
L

AND THEN MY MOTHER HAD A
GREAT IDEA...
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TAaKE ~ (<
OFF YOUR | ~ -
coaT.
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_‘=’:..J_

HEY, WHAT 4RE YOU oom@ [ YOU'RE SURE
1 LOOK NORMAL 7

YOU TUST LCOK LIKE
YOU'RE WEARING
SHOULDER PADS.
IT'S STYLISH.

THEN, SHE PLACED THE TWO POSTERS
BEHIND IT...

AND THEN SEWED IT BACK IN,
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MEHRABAD AIRPORT...
MUSIC? FLM? CHESS SET 7
q/': WALKING LIKE rwensrewD MAGAZINES ?...

NO YOURE NOT. YOU LK
COMPLETELY NRATURAL,

/,
ARRIVING AT TEHRAN'S (PLace YoUR BAGS ON THE TABLE ) S0, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT WITH
YOU? ALCOHOL ? PLAYING CARDS?

NOTHING. JUST

PERSONAL
LFFAIRS.

YOU'RE SURE YOU'VE GOT [ YOU REALIZE THAT IF | FIND r
NOTHING ILLEGAL ? ANYTHING ILLEGAL, I'LL...

SIR, PLEASE
00 WE REALLY
LOOK LIKE
SMUGGHLERS?
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BACK HOME .,

HERE, THIS 1S FOR YOU. NIKE'S
LATEST MODEL .
, ]

\’/\
)

WHAT ABOUT MY POSTERS? | WANTED POSTERS,
CAKUUL NOT PHOTOS!
EBI! BRING
YOUR COAT!
A
G G a

’ \ THANK YOU MOM! 50, HOW
’ . WAS TURKEY ?
THANK YOUR GREAT
MOTHER. IT Was T

IT Was
A UTTLE
COLD,
eUT IT
WAS

I LOVED TURKEY.
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| PUT MY POSTERS UP IN MY ROOM.

Y

'\'%.
&

,'lh'.m

—

| PUT MY 1983 NIKES ON....

« AND MY DENIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL

JACKSON BUTTON, AND OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARF.

[so WHAT DO YOU THINK ?

\

|u<,maowc.wr.§

TO
TAPES.

BUY SOME

FOR AN IRANIAN MOTHER, MY

WHERE?
,‘g NOT FAR. ON GANDHI
AVENUE .
BE eacx) /\
IN AN /
} QUR !

PR AT 2

MOM WAS VERY PERMISSIVE.
| ONLY KNEW TWO OR THREE
OTHER GIRLS WHO COULD &GO

OUT ALONE AT THIRTEEN.




FOR A YEAR NOW, THE FOOD SHORTAGE HAD BEEN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET,

.o

HOWEVER, FlNDINC; TAPES WAS A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED. ON GANDHI AVENUE YOU COULD FIND THEM
SOMETIMES.,
é%A, BEE GEES , VYAZOO , JULIO IGLESIAS  JIKAEL MACKSON
v T PN \{ VIDEOS, MUSIC,
' e FLOYD L—-L‘iA_RID:, LIPSTICK,
NAIL
POLISH,

CHESS
SET,

PANTYHOSE,
CHOCOLATE,

JWE'RE THE KIDS
IN AMERICA Nwia..

THEY WERE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION, THE
WOMEN'S BRANCH. THIS GROUP HAD BEEN ADDED IN
1982, TO ARREST WOMEN WHO WERE IMPROPERLY

VEILED, (LIKE ME, FOR EXAMPLE,)
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THEIR J08 WAS TO PUT US BACK
ON THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW Q:T HOSE! ‘ euT
BY EXPLAINING THE DUTIES OF

MUSLIM WOMEN .

THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVE.
THESE ARE | HAD TO LiE.

(mmvwmmfw‘ﬂm'ms?

| WEAR THESE
BELCAUSE | PLAY
BASKETBALL.

IT WAS 08VIOUS THAT SHE HAD
NO IDEA WHAT PUNK WAS.,

AND YOU WEAR THIS JACKET
FOR BASKETBALL TCO??

NO, IT'S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER
| OF BLACK MUSLIMS IN AMERICA .

DON'T GIVE ME THAT!
IT’S MICHAEL JACKSON!

WO0? | DON'T
KNOW HIM,

BACK THEN, MICHAEL JACKSON
WAS STILL BLACK.

WHAT DO | SEE HERE?
MICHAEL JACKSON! THAT
SYMBOL OF DECADENCE?

GO ON, GET IN THE CAR.
WE'RE TAKING YU DOWN
TO THE COMMITTEE,

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HQ 0OF
THE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION,
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AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY DION'T HAVE TO INFORM M 5 :
PARENTS. THEY COULD DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, OR MA'AM, MY MOTHER'S
FOR DAYS. | COULD BE WHIPPED. IN SHORT, ANYTHING DEAD. MY STEPMOTHER
COULD HAPPEN TO ME. IT WAS TIME FOR ACTION. IS REALLY CRUEL AND IF

— | DON'T GO HOME RIGHT
!
( A SORRY MA’AM! FLL NEVER DO IT A&AIIN/..) AWAY, SHE'LL KILL ME...

ﬁeu BURN ME wer SHE 'LL MAKE MY
THE CLOTHES IRON! FATHER PUT ME
' IN AN ORPHANAGE

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETENDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME GO.

BACK HOME... | GOT OFF PRETTY EASY

CONSIDERING . THE GUARDIANS ) WE'RE THE KIDS IN
MARI!! WHAT HAPPENED? OF THE REVOLUTION DIDN'T AMERICA WHOAD J)
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING ?’ FIND MY TAPES.
NO MOM. I'M JUST
TIRED. 'M GOING TO \
MY ROOM. “lrs

THERE WAS NO WAY | COULD TEWL
THE TRUTH. SHE NEVER WOULD
HAVE LET ME GO OUT ALONE AGAIN.

TO EACH HIS OWN WAY OF CALMING DOWN.
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844 THE SHABBAT

TO KEEP US FROM FORGETTING THAT WE WERE AT WAR, IRAQ OPTED FOR A REW STRATEGY...

| HEARD THEY'RE GOING TO USE WHAT ARE YOU SAYING? WE'RE
BALLISTIC MISSILES AGAINST US. NOT AT WAR WITH THE SOVIET
UNION. | DON'T BELIEVE THE IRAQIS
HAVE WEAPONS LIKE THAT.

FROM THE IRAQ! BORDER TO TEHRAN IT’S THOUSANDS OF MILES.
MISSILES THAT CAN GO THAT FAR COST A FORTUNE!

(WELL, THAT’S WHAT THE RUMIRS SAY! ) \
WE IRANIANS ARE OLYMPIC CHAM-

PIONS WHEN IT COMES TO GOSSIP. )

SHE'S RIGHT. WE LOVE TO YOU SEEM TO HAVE THE EVEN WHEN YOU SEE SOMETHING
EXAGGERATE, OPPOSITE SYMPTOM . WITH YOUR OWN EVYES, YOU
NEED CONFIRMATION FROM

THE BBC,

(whv Do You Sy THAT?

MY NATURAL 0P TIMISM
JUST LEADS ME TO BE
SKEPTICAL .
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MOM'S PESSIMISM SOON WON QUT OVER DAD'S OPTIMISM, IT TURNED OUT THAT THE IRAQIS DID HAVE
MISSILES, THEY WERE CALLED "SCUDS” AND TEHRAN BECAME THEIR TARGET,

WHEN THE SIRENS WENT ON, IT MEANT WE HAD T b T
THREE MINUTES TO KNOW IF THE END HAD COME . e T S A T S W ok

WE'RE IN THE BASEMENT OR ON THE ROOF,
IT'S THE SAME THING.

1T WOULDN'T
MAKE ANY
DIFFERENCE !

THE THREE MINUTES SEEMED
LIKE THREE DAYS. FOR THE FIRST
TIME, | REALIZED JUST HOW

MUCH DANGER WE WERE IN. YOU WON'T DEAR.

| PROMISE YOU!

&

.
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NOW THAT TEHRAN WAS UNDER ATTACK, MANY FLED, THE CITY WAS DESERTED. AS FOR US, WE STAVED.
NOT JUST OUT OF FATALISM. IF THERE WAS TO BE A FUTURE, IN MY PARENTS’ EVES, THAT /UT(RE was
LINKED TO MY FRENCH EDUCATION, AND TEHRAN WAS THE ONLY PLACE | COULD GET IT.

SOME PEOPLE, MORE
CIRCUMSPECT, TOOK SHELTER
IN THE BASEMENTS OF BIG
HOTELS, WELL-KNOWN FOR

THEIR SAFETY. APPARENTLY
THEIR. REINFOR.CED CONCRETE
STRUCTURES WERE
BOMBPROOF.

[ ONE EXAMPLE WAS OUR

W

KEIGHBORS, THE BABA-LEVYS.
THEY WERE AMONG THE FEW
JEWISH FAMILIES THAT HAD
STAYED AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
MR, BABA-LEVY SAID THEIR
ANCESTORS HAD COME THREE

...THEIR DAUGHTER NEDA WAS
A QUIET GIRL WHO DION'T PLAY
MUCH, BUT WE WOULD TALK
ABOUT ROMANCE FROM TIME
TO TIME,

THOUSAND YEARS AGO, AND

IRAN WAS THEIR HOME. J

«ONE DAY 4 BLOND PRINCE
WITH BLUE EYES WILL COME
AND TAKE ME TO HIS CASTLE...

SO LIFE WENT ON...
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.«ON ONE DAY, UKE ANY OTHER:

( oH, 1000, 1200 TUMANS.

| WANT TO GET SOME JEANS

MOM, CAN | HAVE SOME MONEY?
AND ESPADRILLES .

A000 TUMANS?

@ THAT’S HOW MUCH THEY COST.

QUR CURRENCY HAD LOST ALL ITS
VALVE., IT WAS SEVEN TUMANS TO
THE DOLLAR WHEN THE SHAH WAS
STILL AROUND. FOUR YEARS LATER
T WAS 440 TUMANRS T0 THE DOLLAR .
FOR MY MOTHER, THE CHANGE WAS
S0 SUDDEN THAT SHE HAD A HARD
TIME ACCEPTING IT.

AND THESE EARRINGS.

0K, I'tll. TAKE THE TEANS,

WE WERE IN THE MIDST OF SHOPPING
EVPHORIA, WHEN SUDDEALY...

AND I'LL TAKE
THAT RING, THERE!

TAVANIR WAS WHERE | LIVED.

BOOMIII

IF SOMEQONE HAD TIMED ME, |
THINK | WOULD HAVE BEAT "rHe
WORLD SPEED RECORD,
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FASTER! PLEASE HURRY.. A CROWD HAD GATHERED IN FRONT
OF MY STREET ! THE BOMB HAD
HIT MY STREET !

MA AM, WHICH APPARENTLY, IT
BUILDING WAS EXPLODED AT THE
KHIT? END OF THE STREET,

MY BUILDING AND THE BABA- ONE CHANCE IN TWO THAT IT
LEVY'S WERE AT THE END OF WAS OUR BUILDING. [
THE STREET.

YOU CAN'T GO BEYOND
THIS POINT !

AND HE LET ME THROUGH.




| DIDN'T WANT TO LOOK UP. | LOOKED AT MY TREMBLING LEGS. | COULDN'T GO FORWARD,
LIKE IN A NIGHTMARE .

g

I.-

L9 R

LET THEM BE ALIVE. LET
THEM BE ALIVE. LET THEM...

YOU'RE ALL RIGHT ?
DAD'S ALL RIGHT 7
GRANDMA'S ALL
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(wueze pIDIT Hrg]

(FH& BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE,

WEREN'T HOME!

AT LEAST meVJ

SATURDAY 1S THE
JEWISH SABBATH.

WHEREVER. THEY ARE,
JEWS ARE SUPPOSED
TO GO HOME .

| KNOW IT'S

WELL, | DON'T KNOW.
SATURDAY. $07

IT'S SATURDAY, YOU
KNOW .

MOM, THEY
WEREN'T,
RIGHT?

wYOU THINK IT’S TRUE THAT THEY YOU KNOW THE TAPE | PUT ON THE WINDOWS ?
THAT...? WEREN'T VERY OBSERVANT. IT WORKED PERFECTLY, ALL THE WINDOWS
| THINK YOU'RE RIGHT. ARE BROKEN, BUT THERE'S NOT A PIECE OF
THEY MUST HAVE STAYED BROKEN GLASS IN THE HOUSE

AT THE HILTON.

| COULD TELL THAT MY MOTHER WAS TRYING T0 CHANGE THE SUBJECT.
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AT HOME . SOMETHING CAVGHT MY ATTENTION.

WHEN WE WALKED PAST THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE, WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED, | COULD FEEL
THAT SHE WAS DISCREETLY PULLING ME AWAY. SOMETHING TOD ME THAT THE BABA-LEVYS HAD BEEN

| SAW A TURQUOISE BRACELET. IT WAS NEDA'S. HER
AUNT HAD GIVEN IT TO HER FOR HER FOURTEENTH

THE BRACELET WAS STILL ATTACHED TO...
| DON'T KNOW WHAT...

BIRTHDAY...

NO SCREAM IN THE WORLD COULD HAVE REUEVED
MY SUFFERING AND MY ANGER .
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ANYMORE .

AFTER THE DEATH OF NEDA BABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A NEW TURN.
IN 1984, | WAS FOURTEEN AND A REBEL. NOTHING SCARED ME

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH
THAT BRACELET ? GIVE IT TO
ME RIGHT NOW!

I'VE TOLD YOU A
HUNDRED TIMES

FORBIDDEN TO
WEAR TEWELRY
AND TEANS!

THAT IT IS STRICTLY

OVER MY DEAD
BOOY! IT Was A
GIFT FROM MY MOM,

| HAD LEARNED THAT YOU SHOULD
ALWAYS SHOUT LOUDER THAN
YOUR AGGRESSOR .

IF YOU'RE STIL WeaRING || Yeaw,
TEWELRY TOMORROW... J| 1 KNOW!

Fh

AND THE NEXT DaV...

(LeT me see 1T, m TeLLnG vou.

Ge-r ME SEE YOUR WRIST .

WITH ALL THE JEWELRY
YOU STEAL FROM VS, YOU
MUST BE MAKING 4 PILE
OF MONEY.

WHAT
HAPPENED ?

MARTI
HIT THE
PRINCIPAL

EXCUSE ME!
| DIDNT MEAN IT!

)

SHE'S
FINISHED!
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AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A REAL STRUGGLE TO FIND ANOTHER
SCHOOL THAT WOULD ACCEPT ME. HITTING THE PRINCIPAL WAS A

VERITABLE CRIME . BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KNEW SOME I
BUREAUCRATS IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MANAGED TO L\ ]
P

PLACE ME IN ANOTHER SCHOOL . AND THERE...

SINCE THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS
FOUNDED, WE NO LONGER HAVE
POLITICAL PRISONERS,

/-

REGIME, BUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME

MY UNCLE WAS IMPRISCNED BY THE SHAH'S
THAT ORDERED HIS EXECUTION,

-
YOU SAY THAT WE DON'T ) TR
HAVE POLITICAL PRISONERS HOW DARE YOU LIE TO , ;
ANYMORE . BUT WE'VE US LIKE THAT ?

GONE FROM %000
PRISONERS UNDER THE
SHAH T0 300,000 UNDER
Lvooz REGIME . )
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OBVIOUSLY, THAT EVENING MY

FATHER GOT A PHONE CALL. IT WAS THE PRINCIPAL OF MAYBE YOU'D LIKE HER
MARTI'S SCHOOL . TO END UP LIKE HIM TO00 ?
APPARENTLY SHE TOLD OFF EXECUTED ?
THE RELIGION TEACHER . SHE
GETS THAT FROM HER UNCLE.

YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED YOU KNOW THAT ITS

TO NILOUFAR ? THE GIRL YOU AGAINST THE LAW TO KILL
MET AT KHOSRO'S HOUSE 7 A VIRGIN...

THE MAN WHO MADE

PASSPORTS ?

YOU KNOW WHAT THEY DO
TO THE YOUNG GIRLS THey

IF SOMEONE S0 MUCH AS
TOUCHES A HAIR ON YOUR
HEAD, I'LL KILL HIM!

S0 A GUARDIAON OF THE e AND TAKES HER VIRGINITY

REVOLUTION MARRIES HER... BEFORE EXECUTING HER. DO YOU
UNDERSTAND WHAT THAT MEANS?7?
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BUT HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR SURE? NO. YOUR MOTHER'S RIGHT .

IF THE GIRL DIES, THE
MAYBE THEY TUST EXECUTED HER! TRADITIONALLY, WHEN A

HUSBAND HAS TO GIVE THE

GIRL GETS MARRIED, THE DOWRY TO HER FAMILY,
HUSBAND IS SUPPOSED TO
PAY HER A DOWRY .

THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED

WITH NILOUFAR . AFTER SHE :

WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE | HAD NO 1DEA.
SURE HER AWFUL FATE WAS

UNDER STOOD, THEY SENT 500

TUMANS® T0 HER PARENTS.

§00 TUMANS FOR THE LIFE
AND VIRGINITY OF AN
INNOCENT GIRL.

*EQUIVALENT TO $5.00

ALL NIGHT LCNG, | THOUGHT OF THAT PHRASE: “TO DIE A MARTYR IS TO
INTECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SCOCIETY."” NILOUFAR WAS A REAL MARTYR,
AND HER BL0CD CERTAINLY DID NOT FEED OUR SOCIETY'S VEINS.
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ONE WEEK LATER ...

MERT), CAN YOU COME
HERE FOR A FEW
MINUTES? WE WANT
TO TALK TO YOU.

| WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY, SHE ASSURED ME
THAT SHE HAD NOT SENT A REPORT THIS TIME, BUT CONSIDERING
THE PERSON YOU ARE AND THE EDUCATION YOU'VE RECEIVED

WE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE BET TER IF YOU LEFT lRAh{.

YOUR MOTHER AND | HAVE DECIDED

TO SEND YOU TO AUSTRIA.

THERE'S A FRENCH SCHCOL
IN VIENNA. ONE OF THE
BEST IN EUROPE!

AND WHAT
ARE YOV GOING
TO DO THERE ?

FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE IT’S EASIER TO GET AN

AUSTRIAN VISA, AND SECOND BECAUSE MY
BEST FRIEND LIVES IN VIENNA, DO YOU
REMEMBER HER 7 ZOZ07? SHERINE'S MOM?

YOU'RE GOING ON AHEAD OF
US. WE HAVE SOME BUSINESS
TO TAKE CARE OF. WE'LL
JOIN YOU A FEW MONTHS
FROM Now !

BUT I'M ONLY FOURTEEN
YOU TRUST ME?

YOU'RE FOURTEEN AND
I KNOW HOW | BROUGHT
YOU UP, ABOVE ALL, |
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YOU'RE THE SAME PERSON WHO WENT ON VACA-
TION TO FRANCE ALL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER?

TS TRUE, THAT was
GREAT ...REAL INDEPENDENCE.,

07

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PARENTS SENT ME
TO SUMMER CAMP IN FRANCE , MY MOTHER DIDN'T
WANT ME TO GROW UP LIKE AN ONLY CHILD,

WE LOVE YOU S0 MUCH THAT WE FEEL IT'S BETTER FOR

WE WANT YOU TO GO. YOU TO BE FAR AWAY AND
HAPPY THAN CLOSE BY AND
MISER ABLE, JUDGING BY THE
SITUATION HERE, YOU'LL BE
BETTER OFF SOMEWHERE ELSE.

AT THAT POINT, | STARTED TO HAVE MY DOUBTS.
WHY SAY THOSE THINGS IF THEY WERE COMING T007?

NO. | WON'T EVER FORGET .

WE ADIRE VOU‘_ DON'T EVER FORGET
WHO YOU ARE!
&
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| REPEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVER AND
OVER IN MY HEAD. | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY
WEREN'T COMING TO VIENNA,

| STAYED UP ALL NIGHT AND WONDERED IF THE
MOON SHONE AS BRIGHTLY IN VIENNA.

THE NEXT DAY | FILLED A JAR

IRANIAN SOIL.

WITH SOIL FROM OUR GARDEN.

| TOOK DOWN alL OF MY
POSTERS.,

1 INVITED MY GIRIFRIENDS OVER
TO SAY GUODBYE.

~ N

g5
//‘Cg

HERE. I'M GIVING YOU MY MOST PRECIOUS THINGS,
S0 THAT YOU WON'T FORGET ME.

| NEVER REALIZED HOW MUCH
THEY LOVED ME.

AND | UNDERSTOOD HOW
IMPORTANT THEY WERE TO ME.
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ON THE EVE OF MY DEPARTURE MY | WATCHED MY GRANDMA UNDRESS, EACH MORNING, SHE PICKED
SRANDMOTHER CAME TO SPERD THE | TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IN HER BRA S0 THAT SHE WOULD SMELL

NICE . WHEN SHE UNDRESSED, YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS FALL
CAN | SLEEP
WITH YOU?

FROM HER BREASTS.

THAT'S
WHY I'M
HERE'!

IT WAS SOMETHING TO SEE

GRANDMA, HOW DO YOU
HAVE SUCH ROUND BREASTS
AT YOUR AGE?

LISTEN, | DON'T WANT T0
PREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE
YOU SOME ADVICE THAT

OH, I'LL COME WILL ALWAYS HELP YOU.

SEE YOU.

EVERY MORNING AND NIGHT,
| S0AK THEM IN A BOWL OF ICE
WATER FOR TEN MINUTES.

SHE ACTUALLY DID, AND | KNEW
IT, | JUST WANTED TO HEAR HER
SAY IT. SHE T00 WaAS LYING TO ME.

IN LIFE YOU'LL MEET A LOT OF TERKS. IF THEY HURT YOU,
TELL YOURSELF THAT IT'S BECAUSE THEY'RE STUPID,
THAT WILL HELP KEEP YOU FROM REACTING TO THEIR
CRUELTY. BECAUSE THERE 1S NOTHING WORSE THAN
BITTERNESS AND VENGEANCE... ALWAYS KEEP YOUR
DIGNITY AND BE TRUE TO YOURSELF.

| SMELLED MY GRANDMA'S
BOSOM, IT SMELLED GOOD., I'LL
NEVER FORGET THAT SMELL.
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AND THE NEXT MORNING .

WAKE 0P IT'S

| WILL ALWAYVYS BE
TRUE TO MYSELF. M NOT COMING ALONG,
SEVEN 0'CLOCK.
N TT I
WE'VE GOT T0 GO // /

DON'T EVER FORGET
WHAT | TOLD YOU.

THERE WAS A HUGE LINE., LOTS ESPECIALLY YOUNG BOVYS.
OF PEQPLE WERE LEAVING THE CONSIDERED FUTURE SOLDIERS,
COUNTRY ., THEY WERE FORBIDDEN TO

LEAVE THE COUNTRY AFTER
THEY TURNED THIRTEEN.




‘VWLLS&&.EVERYTHM WiLL B€ 0K, ’
J

DON'T CRY. THINK OF
YOUR FUTURE.
roa
n O
} ]

‘ EUROPE AWAITS YOU. ’

AS SO0ON A5 YOU GET TO
VIENNA, GO AND EAT A
SACHERTORTE. IT'S THE MOST

DEUCIOVS CHOCOLATE CAKE .

AND IN SIX MONTHS,
WE'LL COME SEE YOU.

AGAIN.

WHAT | HAD FEARED WAS TRUE.
MAYBE THEY'D COME TO VISIT,
BUT WE'D NEVER LIVE TOGETHER

DONT FORGET \WHO
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| COULON'T BEAR LOOKING AT THEM THERE BEHIND THE GLASS.
NOTHING'S WORSE THAN SAYING GOODBYE. IT’S A LITTLE LIKE DVYING.

1 COULDR'T JUST GO.

CLOSE YOUR

| TORNED AROUND TO SEE THEM
ONE LAST TIME.

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO JUST GO.
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